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Fern Ulery with Kaitlyn Martin. 
1 
Fern Ulery: "When you see the blue 
candle..., I am praying for you." 
We moved to Beulah Chapel in September of 1988 and 
when time came for Christmas decorating, Fern Ulery put can-
dles in her windows, then said to me, "When you see the blue 
candle lit in my kitchen window, I am praying for you." Inci-
dentally, she ministered to previous pastoral couples in this 
same way. I testify to the blessing it was to see the lighted 
candle when it seemed I was in need of special prayer. 
Fern Ulery grew up in Michigan, the daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. Henry Schneider. Her father was a minister and evangel-
ist in the Brethren in Christ Church for many years. She is an 
alumnus from Messiah College, where she met Carl Ulery 
who became her husband. They have two sons, J. Lynn and 
Wayne, and one daughter, Beth Saba, who also are alumni of 
Messiah. Now, a granddaughter, Emily Saba, is a student at 
Messiah. 
Brother Carl was ordained in 1939 and served in pastoral 
ministry at Beulah Chapel. In 1957 he was consecrated as 
bishop of Central Conference and served two terms. He was 
also treasurer of the Foreign Mission Board, which led to the 
Ulerys taking a number of trips abroad. During one such trip, 
they were delayed in London. Passing some fruit stands in the 
subway, Carl felt strongly impressed to buy some apples, 
which he did. They went on their way to Israel, where Mary 
Wenger was in mission work. On their arrival at her home, 
they were told that Mary was very sick and could not see visi-
tors. When Miss Mary found out it was the Ulerys at her door, 
she gratefully and excitedly invited them in, saying she had 
been praying that someone from America would come to pray 
for her. This was one of God's 
answers to prayer, but the next thing 
was that she was sick with dysentery, 
and the only help for her would be to 
eat some apples—and she had none. 
The Ulerys, due to their obedience to 
that inner voice while in London, had 
the needed apples to give her which 
assisted in her recovery. 
Carl was also 
a part of a family 
greenhouse busi-
ness. The beauty 
of Fern's proper-
ty reflects the joy she receives from flowers, shrubs, trees, and 
lawn. Her response, however, is that "I want it to only glorify 
God," who is a very important part of her life. 
She also is lovingly and respectfully called "Grandma 
Fern" by many of the children and "Aunt Fern" by older folk. 
One day Leah, around three years old, was getting tired after 
our sewing circle lunch. Grandma Fern offered to take Leah to 
the nursery and play a while. Leah, hesitatingly, went with her 
and Grandma Fern won out. Today she is a "forever friend" to 
Leah who frequently slips in the pew beside Grandma Fern 
and snuggles up to her as if to say "we belong to each other." 
Aunt Fern's home is open to visitors, and especially to the 
prayer group which meets there weekly. She shares of her wis-
dom in the Bible study hour. Her home is also a place of enter-
taining friends and family at a table of well-prepared and deli-
cious food. Children who come along know where she keeps 
the toy box and they are cared for and happy while the adults 
enjoy one another. 
It indeed has been a highlight of my life to live next door to 
her. We often sat on her back patio and pondered God's great-
ness, enjoying the birds in the yard and reminiscing over years 
of service for the Lord, or perhaps taking time to pray togeth-
er. Sometimes we share in a cup of tea or coffee and a home-
made sticky bun or cookie. 
Several years ago Carl went 
home to be with the Lord. Even 
though Fern will reach her 89th 
birthday in May and her eyesight 
is dimming, she truly is an exam-
ple of one who can be a blessing 
to people and an honor to her 
Lord. 
"Special People" profiles a wide vari-
ety of Brethren in Christ members of 
all ages and from all walks of life. 
SPECIAL NOTE: 
P e ? 0 s 30s, andI 40s 
are invited. 
You are invited to submit a short 
article about some "Special Person" 
you would like to introduce to Visitor 
readers. Articles should be 
typewritten, preferably 300-400 
words, and must have the approval 
of the person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publication, 
we will contact you to secure a 
photo for publication (which will 
be returned). 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, 
Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Jean Deyhle, of the Beulah 
Chapel congregation, Springfield, 
Ohio, sent the photo of Fern Ulery 
and Kaitlyn Martin. The article was 
written by Janet Hershberger. Until 
recently Atlee and Janet Hershberg-
er served as the pastoral couple at 
Beulah Chapel. They are currently at 
Sippo Valley, Ohio. 
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by John Reitz 
SOMETIME IN THE YEAR 1972 I purchased my first camera. The box camera wasn't fancy, the pho-tographer was truly an amateur, but 
the pictures were just begging to be taken. 
Right from the start I became someone 
who thoroughly enjoyed the trips to pick 
up the developed film. I never left the store 
without opening the package and stealing a 
quick look at my pictures of grandeur. 
Snapshots have always activated my mem-
ory and have been a wonderful way of 
rehearsing the major events of life. 
This trip was different, however. I was 
on my way to pick up the last pictures I 
had taken of my wife before she had died. 
Part of me couldn't wait to open the enve-
lope, but another part, deep inside, ached 
over this occasion. My tears cleansed my 
eyes and, with pain too deep for words, I 
looked at the last living remembrance of 
the person who was only second to Christ 
in my life. Each photo gave evidence of 
her acquaintance with pain and suffering. 
These were pictures taken while we were 
walking through the valley of the shadow 
of death. 
I cherish these pictures, but they aren't 
the ones I want to share with you. You see, 
during the darkest days of my life there 
were pictures being stored in the deepest 
recesses of my mind, pictures that are 
indelibly inscribed on my memory. They 
are snapshots of God's grace, taken with 
very low light, but clearly developed 
because the light was the light of Christ's 
mercy. They are private pictures, but I feel 
compelled to share them because someday 
you too will travel through death valley. 
They are fully developed pictures of the 
sovereignty of God giving evidence of the 
truth, "Even though I walk through the val-
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, because you are with me." 
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THE FIRST SNAPSHOT is a full view of a funeral procession. Leading up to the picture was the experience of living two years 
with my wife 's battle with breast cancer. 
Surgeries, chemotherapy, and radiation had 
held back the disease for a while. A recur-
rence, this time in the brain, led to brain 
surgery followed by radiation to her entire 
head. Following all that, we were told that 
they were now watching a spot at the brain 
stem that looked suspicious. Six weeks of 
waiting led to the good news that the spot 
was shrinking, but now we were waiting 
out another six weeks for the next MRI. 
These days were extremely stressful and 
the battle raged between hope and despair. 
As I was driving home for lunch one 
day, I prayed a very simple prayer, "Please, 
God, show me what you already know— 
our future." I wasn't praying as if standing 
before a vending machine, asking for God 
to dispense grace according to my choice. 
Rather, what I wanted was some clear bear-
ing as I stumbled through this time of the 
unknown. Less than a half mile down the 
road, as I came over a crest, a funeral pro-
cession was coming toward me in full 
view. Later that week the doctor gave us 
the news that the cancer was out of control 
and we were facing the beginning of the 
end. Never again will I see a funeral pro-
cession without being reminded of the day 
God allowed me to see a few days ahead in 
his sovereign plan. 
THE SECOND SNAPSHOT is a beautiful picture of a simple harp with a wonderful story behind it. There were many conversations 
that took place between my wife and me as 
we traveled through death valley. One day 
the time came for the conversation that I 
had dreaded more than any other. I found 
myself sitting on our bed, asking my wife 
what she would like for her memorial ser-
vice. She surprised me when she said that 
she did not want to involve anyone from 
our congregation, so that they would have 
opportunity to be ministered to in their 
grief. I was awestruck at her compassion, 
but also realized I had quite a dilemma. 
Whom would I get to play at the service? 
That's when I remembered the harp. On 
what became our last outing together as a 
couple, we had stopped for a short time at a 
Christian bookstore. As we entered, a man 
was playing a harp. For 20 minutes my 
wife sat in her wheelchair and, with tears 
flowing down her cheeks, listened to the 
music. 
With my memory jolted, I later made a 
call and found that not only had the man 
remembered us, but he would consent to 
play at her memorial service. He then pro-
ceeded to tell me more of the story. He 
usually did not have his harp in the store, 
but he had brought it on that day to play a 
few pieces of music for a co-worker who 
was being ordained and had asked him to 
play. On my toughest and darkest day in 
the valley, God reminded me that I wasn't 
walking alone. 
Two days later that same man called me 
on the phone and said he wanted to come 
over, bring his harp, and play some music 
for my wife. On a Sunday afternoon we sat 
together with rivers of tears flowing to the 
gentle music. Here we sat in death valley, 
and even though we were overwhelmed 
with the darkness of our situation, we were 
even more aware of the undeserved pres-
ence of our Heavenly Father. 
OVER THE YEARS I 've learned that people really aren't that interested in family albums unless they are part of the snap-
shots. However, I do know that people 
have asked to see my pictures when they 
know I 've been somewhere that they plan 
to visit. I haven't found anyone who is 
really anxious to visit death valley, but visit 
they will. 
Take it from someone who's been there. 
The snapshots that capture the sovereignty 
of God are the most beautiful and refresh-
ing in all the world. Those pictures aren't 
taken from the well-worn path, but rather 
from bushwhacking into the deep unknown 
of the dark night of the soul. At that point 
of utter darkness, when the circumstances 
cast their shadow, it is good to take a few 
pictures—even in the extremity of low 
light. Only after developing the film do 
you fully realize that the presence of God 
is more important than all the surrounding 
scenery that is part of that famous territory 
called death valley. 











John Reitz is pastor of the Skyline View Brethren 
in Christ Church, Harrisburg, Pa. His wife, Roberta, 
died in October 1995. 
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by Luke Keefer, Sr. 
tsl m y m t t r n f t g e 
I t happened at about 2 o'clock, Friday afternoon, June 
7, 1930, at General Conference, which was being held at 
the Air Hill Church in Pennsylvania. I met Martha Mel-
horn. We went to the tent where the overflow crowd was 
having a service and I was compelled to sit beside her 
because no other seat was visibly available to me. Just 
three days before this I had my seventeenth birthday. I 
remember nothing of that service, but upon dismissal I 
somehow told her that I was planning to be back on Sun-
day. From her I learned that she planned to go home 
after the Sunday afternoon service. 
It was not love at first sight, but the thought of her 
possibly being the lady of no compare in my life did 
dance rapidly through my mind. On Sunday I found the 
occasion to take her for a drive in my father's brand new 
Ford car—just a reasonable civility, of course. Without 
making any further arrangements we separated on Sun-
day afternoon. Her thought was, "That's the last I'll see 
of him." My afterthought at home was, "I wonder how 
she would respond to my suggestion that we carry on a 
correspondence." 
I wrote to find out and a letter by return mail assured 
me that she would be pleasantly interested, so that's 
what we did for the next three years. She wrote on Mon-
days, I got her letter on Tuesday. I wrote on Wednesdays, 
she got my letter on Thursday. She wrote on Fridays, I 
got it Saturday. I saw Martha two more times that year at 
church meetings along with her friends and relatives. I 
can honestly say that we were not caught up in sickly 
love that demanded that we see each other "eight days a 
week." Our love for each other developed in the desert 
sands of enforced separation. There were three things 
that brought this about. I was barely more than seventeen 
(she was one year, six months, and two days more 
mature); it was the beginning of the Great Depression; 
and we lived 55 miles apart. 
Two years, ten months, and eight days later, we were 
married by Bishop Levi Musser in his home at Mt. Joy, 
Pa., at 2:00 p.m., April 15, 1933. Married! I graduated 
from Millersville State Teachers College on May 29. We 
lived with Martha's parents and I worked for Martha's 
brother, John, on his poultry farm at Mt. Joy for the next 
three months until I could begin teaching school near my 
home at Millersburg, Pa. 
N c ow marriage was constantly becoming more mean-
ingful. Even though we had practiced absolute exclusive 
loyalty to each other in courtship, prayed together at 
each parting, made the grave decisions of marriage and 
Christian ministry on our knees, we now began to carve 
out for ourselves a future at the Free Grace Church com-
munity where I was born, reared, and was elected to the 
ministry just four weeks after our marriage. The most 
fantastic thing about it all is to realize now that for the 
next nearly 60 years of marriage together, Martha 
showed herself to be increasingly affectionate, self-sacri-
ficing, deeply spiritual, a devoted wife, mother, co-labor-
er, supporter, and a cheerfully hospitable person who 
made my service to the Lord a reward in itself. 
We spent 41 years at Free Grace as a pastoral couple. 
For three months and a day we toured mission fields 
around the world and touched 27 countries. We served at 
the Bible Institute in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) for ten 
years. For 17 years I taught public school. God gave five 
children to us—all chores and blessings. They all found 
Christ as Savior and joined the Free Grace Church by the 
time they were age twelve. Then for the last 25 years of 
our lives together, in a home that was childless just like 
when we started, Martha and I made a love world for 
each other. 
It was with the march of time that I became amazed at 
the quality of the wife God gave me. Even though we 
spent less than half of our wakeful hours of our entire 
life together, our love for each other became totally a 
human and spiritual boon. As a pastor, a bishop, an evan-
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gelist, a churchman, a missionary, and as a school teach-
er-farmer-poultryman, we lived separated from each 
other much of the time. This reality became focused 
when both of us "got over the hill," past age 50. We then 
discussed how little time we had left to be together until 
"as long as life shall last" became a fact. In going to bed 
at night, we often spoke with tenderness about this fact. 
Holding hands I would say to Martha, "I am sure that the 
most difficult moment of marriage is the separation by 
death." She never disagreed. I often made the remark 
that the coming of the Lord would be the ideal way to 
leave here—together. 
However, I have the joy of remembering that our 
engagement was on our knees together in answer to my 
question to her, "Will you be willing to share your life 
with a preacher?" to which she devotedly said to me and 
God, "I will." I often wondered how she felt in the very 
sanctum of her heart of hearts. I felt that my life's 
demands had put her through so very much, and espe-
cially the demands and consequences of our going to the 
mission field, away from family, friends, and home. My 
answer came in the last week of our final days together. 
One day, out of the blue, she said, "You know, our ten 
years in Africa was the very best time of our life." I 
agreed! 
w were sitting one day in our "lazyboys" convers-
ing. She fell asleep while I was talking. She awoke with 
a start and said, "Oh, I 'm so sorry that I fell asleep while 
you were talking to me. I don't want to be like this." I 
assured her of my love for her and my sympathy for her 
need of sleep. In fact, she now slept about half of her 
tired, wakeful hours. I suggested a doctor's examination 
and within fifteen minutes we had an appointment for 
the next afternoon. From the doctor's office we went to 
the hospital, and two days later we learned that she had 
inoperable cancer of the pancreas and liver. The doctor 
gave me the privilege of giving her the report myself. In 
this way I knew that our lifetime rule of holding no 
secrets was to be immensely fulfilled. 
She took the report impressively calmly and peaceful-
ly. She confided in me that she had expected it in her 
heart. We immediately spoke of the fact that we were 
now in the separation phase of our marriage of nearly 60 
years. We agreed together on two things for our prayer 
times: that God would graciously grant to make her 
homegoing to glory soon, and that he would spare her 
from all suffering and pain. God heard. She was with the 
family six more weeks. She never suffered the throes of 
pain. Praise God! 
The whole family, down to the great grand-children, 
came to visit with Grandma. She was very delighted to 
see them and to visit with them. That was on Oct. 8, 
1992. That night I was sleeping beside her bed on my 
"lazyboy." At midnight I awoke to discover that her 
breathing pattern had drastically changed. She was in a 
February 1997 
coma. For the last three hours, our daughter and I stood 
by her bed to observe her decline, which ended at six 
o'clock the next morning. During this time God began to 
reveal to me what this sacred moment was all about. 
First, God showed to me that Martha never really 
belonged to me. She belonged to him, because he had 
bought her for himself and had paid for her with his 
blood. What a revelation! I with all my inner man said, 
"Yes, Lord Jesus, I want you to have her. Please take her, 
and very soon, and thank you for sharing her with me for 
almost 63 years" (courtship included). 
Second, God assured me that just as he had a plan for 
Martha's life and that plan was now being completed, he 
also had a plan for my life that was not yet completed. 
And, furthermore, I should not spend time wondering 
what I would do without Martha, because God had all 
that planned and it would be good. I praised him! 
Third, within the next several weeks, God told me that 
what he has planned for the rest of my life I will be able 
to do better without Martha than could be done together 
with her. I praised him. 
Fourth, in my prayer life I repeatedly thanked God for 
a wonderful marriage with Martha and that he had delib-
erately led me to her. But while I was desirous for the 
time when we could be together in heaven, God showed 
me that I dare never allow the anticipation of being with 
her in glory to provide the incentive to be faithful to God 
and my earthly assignments, nor dare I make heaven the 
object of my life for this reason. That would be idolatry. 
My desire to spend eternity in heaven must be based 
only on my desire to see my Savior and to be with him 
eternally. Then whatever fellowship he has planned for 
the redeemed will surely include Martha. I constantly 
praise him! 
Fifth, God helped me to understand and to joyfully 
accept the fact that without Martha's being my life's 
companion, I would never have attained to my state in 
grace, nor my sphere of service in ministry. She stabi-
lized me; she shared with me; she prayed for me; she 
sacrificed for me; she gave character to our family; to 
her it seemed as though apart from her love for and 
devotion to God's kingdom all other earthbinding func-
tions were trivial. I continue to give praise to God for 
Martha! 
To close as I feel I should, may I share with you that 
because of Christ in my life, I have never suffered loneli-
ness, nor have I ever suffered painful sorrow in the after-
math of our marriage separation. At the hallowed 
moment of Martha's passing, I had never felt so strongly 
the reality of heaven on earth, of the fact of angel escort 
of the redeemed soul to glory, of the truth of Christ's 
promise that he would prepare for us a place to be with 
him and that he would come for us, as I did when, in the 
most sacred moment of our marriage, Martha gave up 
the last little p-f-f-f- from her living lips. 














which he says 
took place one 
evening in his 
home. He adds 
that the Apostle 
Paul also 
wanted to be 
there, but his 
eyes were 
bothering him. 
Agabus: We want to explore the tension 
between (1) the relativism and pluralism that 
we see in our society, and (2) what we think of 
as the certainty of "Christianity," which pre-
sents itself as a well-defined way of life. This 
way was the Way. It was Christianity—without 
adjectives, without modifiers—this was it. 
We probably ought to start by defining our 
terms. I think if we were to define "Way," I 
would define it as practicing the teachings of 
Jesus. 
Priscilla: What do you mean by "Christian-
ity?" 
Agabus: The love of God as revealed to us 
through Jesus—in that if we believe that Jesus 
died for our sins, that by this act we're saved. 
We believe that Jesus is Lord, and we follow 
his way. 
Priscilla: What I heard Timothy say last week 
was that relativism means that nothing is either 
right or wrong, it's what each person thinks is 
right in his or her own mind. Are we defining 
pluralism as our right to decide for ourselves 
what's right and what's wrong? 
Timothy: Yes. I think that pluralism would 
say that if you believe something is right, that's 
fine. You have every right to say that, to be-
lieve in it, to live that. In dogmatic relativism, 
nothing is right or wrong, only different. You 
have no "right" to say that you are "right." 
That's casting a moral judgment, and moral 
judgments are not allowed. 
But this presents us with a dilemma, be-
cause what the church is about is moral deci-
sions. Second, the church is asking people to 
make moral decisions. 
Agabus: I've noticed that people don't want to 
be told that they should go back to "the One 
Right Way," or that they should make moral 
decisions. 
Priscilla: But if we're talking about how to 
reach people for Christ, I find that I have to 
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People 
will listen 


















earn the right to speak. Most people respect my 
point of view, and they know I 'm not going to 
force it on anyone. 
When I was reading what Jesus said, I 
noticed that he doesn't argue with this world 
about relativism or things in general. He just 
says, "I'm telling you the truth." He says "the" 
truth, not "a" truth. People can do what they 
want with it. 
Agabus: I think you're right. I think you're 
saying, for example, that Scripture reveals the 
truth and that Jesus is the Way. These other 
people are saying, "That's OK for you, but 
don't tell me that it's the one right way." 
Priscilla: But people will listen to us, if we 
show them that living the way of Christ is a 
choice, and give them an option. That's really 
all that Jesus did. He told them, "This is right." 
Timothy: Everyone's a free moral agent, and 
we can't make people decide; we can't choose 
for people. But we're to uphold the truth. First 
Timothy 3 says that the church is the pillar 
and bulwark of the truth. 
Agabus: But I think what happens is that when 
the tension comes, we go a little beyond that. 
We try to say, "You must believe as I do." 
Priscilla: So many Christians do that. 
Agabus: I think so many non-Christians are so 
fed up with being pushed too hard—not 
because what we say is wrong, but because 
we're saying it either in the wrong way or with 
too much pressure. 
Timothy: I disagree. I don't think people are 
being pushed by Christians. The media in-
forms them that they are. I don't know many 
pushy Christians. As a matter of fact, I think 
the church pushes people very little. 
Priscilla: I think, however, that the only con-
tact the media might have with Christians 
would be with the "pushier" Christians. 
People in the media are trained to distrust 
emotionalism; they are trained to look for "just 
the facts." Christianity, on the other hand, asks 
us to take much of what we believe on faith, 
and faith is an emotional thing for many peo-
ple. Therefore, media people tend to distrust 
Christianity automatically. 
Agabus: Some people are indeed pushy. How-
ever, some people express this pushiness by 
trying to speak for the church, and so do many 
people who pick up a cause—for instance, 
abortion. Some anti-abortionists are so militant 
that this turns people off. I think it's that mili-
tancy that has raised the resistance to the 
church. 
Then there's a second thing that happens. 
Not only do people get fed up with "We're 
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right and you re wrong ; they get ted up with 
people trying to make them better when they 
don't want to be. 
For instance, there's a resurgence now in 
cigarette smoking after years of decline in 
cigarette use. All of a sudden people are begin-
ning to smoke more, knowing it's wrong, 
knowing it's not healthy; but, just because 
authorities say it's wrong, they want to rebel 
against doing what is good and proper. People 
say, "I don't want to be good all the time." 
Priscilla: I think there's another factor, though. 
I think people have the sense that Christians 
don't know what it's really like out there. 
Agabus: You mean they don't involve them-
selves emotionally with others? 
Priscilla: 1 mean they isolate themselves from 
non-Christians. Some of the women I went to 
school with, who are good, moral people, are 
so afraid to go out in the world and be reject-
ed, that they don't bother! They stick to their 
circle of family, church, and children. I think 
many Christians do this. I have yet to hear a 
pastor on the radio who sounds as though he's 
walked with people. 
Also, it's very easy for Christians to isolate 
themselves. I think that's what people react to. 
Agabus: You mean they don't speak the lan-
guage, they don't speak to the issues? 
Priscilla: They don't know what the issues 
are! They don't know how other people think. 
Whereas Jesus did. He was with alcoholics, 
he was with prostitutes. 
The willingness to walk with people out-
side your own faith seems to make a big dif-
ference to non-Christians. The students with 
whom I work don't know they can make good 
choices or that the right choice is a good thing 
to choose. 
Timothy: "I'll get by," they figure. 
Agabus: The good thing sounds too boring. 
Priscilla: No! It sounds like something they 
can't do. 
Agabus: What can't they do? 
Priscilla: For instance, on Friday, Greg, a boy 
I work with, was going wild in his office— 
running around, doing things. Greg had drunk 
a lot the night before. 
It sounded as though Greg drank to get the 
energy to work hard the next day. So I asked 
him, "Greg, do you really need to drink to get 
this much energy?" 
He said, "I've really been thinking about 
this, and I 'm thinking of cutting down. Some-
times I think I'm going a little overboard." I 
was just shocked that he would say that to me. 
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Agabus: That he would be that open with you. 
Priscilla: Yes! Greg then told me that one time 
when he was in class, he ate two candy bars 
and drank a 12-ounce bottle of fruit juice to 
keep himself awake, and he was bouncing off 
the walls. I was amazed that he not only told 
me this, but that then he listened to me when I 
told him he'd do better to eat lots of complex 
carbohydrates and proteins. He was the last 
person I would expect to listen to me. 
I don't think that it would have occurred to 
Greg before this that there was a healthy way 
to get energy other than drinking. This was a 
good choice he didn't know he could make. 
Agabus: Some people do listen to you if they 
know you. They respect who you are rather 
than what you think or stand for. 
Priscilla: Yes. If we're talking about relativism 
and pluralism, I think people have to be willing 
to listen to our side. We can get through to 
non-Christians if we can be one of them like 
you are, Timothy, with your people in the field. 
Timothy: The important thing about that is, 
I 'm very open with what I believe. I 'm dis-
agreeing with them all the time. They ask me, 
"What do you think about THAT?" 
Priscilla: What do you think about what? 
Timothy: Oh, well, homosexuality, abortion... 
Priscilla: They're asking you what you think 
about abortion and homosexuality? 
Timothy: All the time. Buddhism, grace... 
Priscilla: You know, you have a pastorate 
there. 
Timothy: Yes! So I'm right there, this is what 
I think, this is what Scripture says, and if I 
believe Scripture to be the basis for how I live 
my life, then I've got to accept that. They lis-
ten to me and they disagree, but they respect 
who I am, and we get along very well. 
Priscilla: Probably because they know you're 
a good historian and a good manager. 
Timothy: And I work well with them, and I'm 
their friend, and I like them. 
Agabus: I think it's so important that you like 
them, that they sense that you accept who they 
are. 
So often what people hear from misguided 
Christians is, "You have to change before I 
can accept you." 
Priscilla: That's something Jesus never said. 
Agabus: Yes. "Neither do I condemn you. Just 
don't do it again." 
Priscilla: Being raised in the church, I recall 
being told, not in so many words, that we're 
different from other people, we've got the only 
right way. 
I think the Brethren in Christ tend to be very 
cohesive. I also think that if we want to reach 
out, we must go out and learn about the real 
world. I think we're afraid to expose ourselves 
to the real world because we're afraid that 
we'll lose ourselves to the world, but I think 
we must become willing to go where we can 
learn to know non-Christians. 
Timothy: And I think what we're defining 
here is pluralism: where we can be in a multi-
hued world and we're each standing on our 
own, allowing the other to exist, and having 
discussions with each other. 
If there were truly a pluralistic setting in 
our culture, the church could thrive. Even 
though there'd be a lot of competing philoso-
phies, Christianity could thrive. 
But—and I think here's the tension—that 
although we claim that this is a predominantly 
pluralist society, it's actually becoming a very 
dogmatic, relativistic society. The relativists 
say, "There is no right and wrong, so you have 
no voice as a church. You can't make moral 
judgments. You can't make moral critiques. 
Everyone will decide on their own," and I 
think this affects the church. 
I think Christians want to be nice, they 
don't want to offend people; but that's the 
major commitment of the church. The mes-
sage Christians have is by definition offen-
sive. It's a stumbling block to men and women. 
Agabus: Yes, you're right. A lot of the dog-
matic denial of tolerance is getting produced 
by new laws, especially in terms of school. 
For instance, you can't pray in school. You 
can't teach religion in school. You can't have a 
Christmas tree in school. High school choirs 
cannot sing Christian music in school. In many 
schools, the Christian message is denied, and a 
lot of schools that try to get around that find 
they cannot. Also, relativism is becoming not 
only a very strident voice but also a legal voice. 
Timothy: I think that's rough. This relativism 
is what we often see labeled today as "political 
correctness." Everyone decides in his or her 
own eyes what's right. You can't make any 
kind of judgment or moral distinction. There 
are no absolutes. 
Priscilla: Yes. At my last internship, we had to 
use "sexual orientation" when we referred to 
homosexuals, not "sexual preference." 
Timothy: In many ways, I think relativists try 
to bury the message of the church under the 
guise of tolerance. For instance, we're labeled 
"homophobic" if we don' t follow a more 
activist stance towards homosexuality. 
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Priscilla: I think, though, that part of the prob-
lem is, how many of us know what it's like to 
be homosexual? How much do we have to do 
with homosexuals? 
Timothy: I don't think very many of us at all. 
Priscilla: Again, I think that with homosexu-
ality we have more issues to deal with than 
tolerance. We don't discuss homosexual abuse 
in churches. Many homosexuals are angry 
because often, those who first homosexually 
abused them are still good church members! 
The pain of the homosexuals is not heard in 
churches. 
Timothy: Same with abortion. That's what I 
think one of the problems with this dogma-
tism of relativism is. It polarizes people rather 
than bringing them together. I mean, abortion: 
you either have complete, utter freedom or 
nothing at all. What would be a good example 
of a good thing? If we want to reduce the num-
ber of abortions, let's find a way of reducing 
teenage pregnancies! 
Agabus: Incidentally, groups of abortionists 
and anti-abortionists did get together at a con-
ference to come up with a peaceable solution. 
They discovered that they have a lot of com-
mon ground. Now, those who are violently pro-
or against find no common ground at all! But 
many of the more experienced people do, 
because they recognize that they both want to 
accomplish something of the same thing, and 
that there are some ways and methods of doing 
this that they can agree on and do. 
Timothy: Sure—and that throws it back into 
more pluralism, doesn't it? There's a group of 
people with diverse opinions who are working 
together and respecting each other's opinions. 
Agabus: Where the problem lies, I think, is in 
the animosity that drives people, on both sides 
of the issue. 
Priscilla: For an assignment, I had to write on 
an Operation Rescue anti-abortion rally I went 
to. I expected to see fanatics, but instead I 
found good, solid people. Some of the women 
had had abortions, and they told me: "No one 
ever told us about what it's really like, the pain 
of killing your child." They had good reason 
for being the way they were. 
Agabus: I think it's the animosity that drives 
the people from all extremes, whether they're 
in or outside the church, that makes it so diffi-
cult for people to talk together. 
Timothy: Relativism will only harden their 
positions. I think that's part of the problem. 
Agabus: Then, people who are interested more 
in power pick up on that immediately and 
manipulate it. What we ought to do is learn to 
forgive and live with each other. 
Timothy: In a recent Gallup poll, 70 percent of 
the respondents believe it's important to do 
what the Bible teaches, yet two-thirds of that 
70 percent reject the idea of absolute truth. I 
think that's part of the tension with relativism, 
that tells you that you can't believe this or that. 
It's so evident in our culture today that the 
church seems to think, "Well, there is no voice 
for me. There are no moral absolutes." 
Agabus: When I hear that, I believe that there 
are a lot of absolutes in the Bible, but I don't 
think... 
Timothy: I don't think that the church can be 
such a democratic process that it has to recon-
cile itself with where society is, for instance, 
regarding the ordination of homosexuals. 
Historically, people expected the church to 
be "vivacious" and courageous, and say what's 
right and what's wrong. But under the strong 
arm of relativism, we have lost the "right" in 
society to say what's right and what's wrong. 
Priscilla: But I think people know, in them-
selves, that there is a right and wrong. They 
might not call it right or wrong; they might call 
it a different name, such as, "This is what I 
really think." 
Timothy: In today's culture, we no longer say 
things in terms of what's right and what's 
wrong, but in terms of tolerance and intoler-
ance. Tolerance is good, intolerance is bad. I 
think that's wrong. 
Agabus: The intolerance of relativists is just as 
bad as the intolerance they're talking about. 
Timothy: They do what they condemn in the 
church. 
Agabus: Well, I think there are ways to say 
what we have to say without being strident or 
that automatically make you my enemy. 
Timothy: We're to uphold the truth. I Timothy 
3 says that the church is the pillar and bulwark 
of the truth. As the church we still need to hold 
the truth, but we must do it in love. We must do 
it with gentleness. 
Priscilla: 1 think we must speak the truth in 
love, if we're going to deal with people in the 
world. They want us to be honest with them. 
Timothy: I 'm convinced that the church can 
succeed in a pluralistic society. 
Agabus: Well, that has to be the last word. 
Phillip, you've been so gracious in inviting us 
here and taking notes while we rambled on and 
on. Would you please send a copy to the Visitor 
office in Nappanee, Indiana? Thanks. 
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Veranda beds outside the men's ward at Macha Hospital, Zambia 
A lesson on 
perspective 
from Maggie 
CULTURE SHOCK? N o , n o t m e ! I ' v e been to Africa before, so I know what to expect. The only change 
is from doing construction of buildings 
to working with the chaplain in pastoral 
care. Plus, I'll be taking my daughter 
Sara with me to Macha, Zambia, so we 
can keep each other company. 
Well, I was wrong. In some respects, 
Africa looked like a futuristic movie of 
the world after a catastrophe. Telephone 
lines were cut from the bare poles that 
sometimes lined the road. Electric ser-
vice was undependable, to say the least. 
Most of the appliances at the hospital, 
such as large pots, laundry equipment, 
and water heaters were broken. The 
roads badly needed repair. The pot 
holes were destroying most of the vehi-
cles. 
Medication was scarce, but the im-
port duties made it prohibitive to take 
medicines with us f rom the States. 
Water was still rationed and needed to 
be boiled before drinking. Inflation of 
the currency made me think of the sto-
ries I 'd heard about the Great Depres-
sion, of wheelbarrows of money that 
was of little value. 
If all that doesn't seem like enough, 
I visited with hospital patients as I did 
follow-up in the villages. Some became 
friends. I now had faces and names to 
go with the statistics that said one of 
four people in Zambia are HIV posi-
tive and would soon be dead. Sara 
helped type medical records listing chil-
dren who had died of malnutrition, birth 
complications, and malaria. How could 
a mosquito bite be so fatal in 1996? My 
heart was torn as I again realized how 
much we take for granted in North 
America. I guess that is some of what 
culture shock is. 
ONE DAY Maggie , one of the patients, stopped to say hello after morning devotions in the 
out-patient building. Maggie had rid-
den a bike eight miles over bumpy dirt 
roads to come for a check-up. She was 
due to have a baby in a few weeks and 
she is HIV positive. She looked tired, so 
I invited her to lunch with Sara and me 
so she could eat and rest before going 
back home. I had visited in her village, 
and her husband Leonard had asked 
what they could do to live longer and 
what they could do to see that his chil-
dren would be cared for when he dies. 
I couldn't get this earlier visit out of 
my mind, and wondered how Maggie 
was dealing with such thoughts of the 
future. So after lunch, I asked her how 
she was doing, and expressed my sad-
ness regarding her illness. Her response 
really caught me off guard. With a smile 
and energy that surprised me, she pro-
ceeded to tell me how it did no good to 
dwell on the troubles she and Leonard 
were having. She was looking forward 
to the joy of having a baby. She said 
that she believed God would take care 
of them, and that's all she wanted to 
say about it. 
Maggie's short message of hope and 
faith hit me on the head like a brick. I 
had been letting the sadness of their sit-
uation upset me more than it was her. 
by Ted Mitten 
My ability to encourage and uplift with 
messages of hope had been blocked by 
the sadness I was sure that she and oth-
ers were facing. My focus changed, 
from simply encouraging those in sad 
times to exploring with them the hopes 
and blessing of faith which are in the 
promises of God for us. This is a real 
challenge of perspective and attitude. 
As I felt the loneliness of being away 
from my friends, my other two daugh-
ters, and my wife, I was challenged by 
Maggie's message to hold tight to the 
good, to enjoy the blessings of God in 
my life, and to let go of things I can't 
change by giving them to God. Her 
simple faith in God and determination 
to look at the happy things in life is a 
message we all need to hear. 
All of us in North America are so 
blessed in comparison to Maggie, but 
we tend to get impatient, angry, and 
depressed by far less dire circum-
stances. Maggie found it does not help 
to continue to focus on the problems 
she cannot change, but she can laugh 
and find some happiness in looking on 
her blessings. 
Let us try to be more careful where 
and how we are looking at our life situ-
ations. Our perspective can make us 
live with either joy or continued sad-
ness. Africa taught me much I can use 
right here at home. I wonder how Mag-
gie and Leonard are doing today. 
Ted and his daughter Sara served at 
Macha Hospital in Zambia last summer. Rev. 
Mitten is Chaplain in the Pastoral Care 
Department in Mercy Hospital, Toledo, Ohio. 
He served in Voluntary Service in Zambia in 
1967-69. 
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od at work in our world 
A funeral—Zambian style 
G°orge and Rachel Kibler—Choma, 
Zambia 
(The Kiblers reported on two funerals 
in a fall newsletter.) One funeral was for 
a brother of one of our members. We had 
been to one of our cell group meetings 
on that Friday night, concluding about 
nine o'clock. Several of our choir mem-
bers were at that meeting and then want-
ed to go to the funeral. Funerals in Zam-
bia extend over several days and many 
people go and stay for the duration. We 
went, taking the choir. 
When we arrived we discovered that, 
as is the custom, furniture had been re-
moved from the house to make room for 
people to sleep on the floor. A dozen or 
more people were already rolled up in 
their blankets and some were asleep, but 
when we arrived they woke up and sat 
up so we could sing for them. It struck me 
as almost laughable, but it was quite all 
right in this culture. Outside the house 
the leader of the choir said to me, "Now 
we have to plan our program." So we did. 
They sang several songs and had prayer, 
then the pastor must speak, then a few 
more songs and I had the closing prayer. 
The pastor, of course, had no previous 
warning of this, but after you have been 
here for a while, you know you had better 
be prepared to "say a few words" without 
warning—be it weddings or funerals or 
graduation celebrations or whatever. The 
people are never critical of how you speak 
or how long or short your message is. 
Because of that, one feels free to speak 
from the heart, and sometimes I think the 
message is more relevant than if there had 
been long preparation. It always touches 
my heart as I experience how the Zam-
bians include us in these special and inti-
mate times in their lives. 
Because you prayed, 
because you gave... 
John and Ethel Sider—Bihar, India 
Do you ever wonder what happens to 
the prayers you pray and the money you 
give for Brethren in Christ Missions? 
Here are some living answers. 
Mrs. Mongul Bara is an old Uraon 
Christian, one of the first believers from 
among her tribe in the Purnea area. We 
worshipped with her in the church not far 
from her village when we visited Bihar in 
April. It was good to hear her clear voice 
in public prayer in the service. Her faith 
and spirit are strong, even though she's 
now a widow and the years have slowed 
her steps. She chatted and held Ethel's 
arm as they walked together to her village 
for dinner. "How old are you?" we asked. 
Her reply was typical of many older peo-
ple in North Bihar, dating their birth year 
in relation to the big earthquake. "I was 
twelve," was her answer and she left the 
figuring to us. We reckoned that she must 
be seventy-five years old now. We thank 
God for her. 
Jermeah Murmu, a Santal and recent 
graduate of Allahabad Bible Seminary, is 
a church planter/pastor. Handsome, soft-
spoken and a hard worker, he has a vision 
for his people. He is encouraging them 
to become active participants and gener-
ous givers. A recent letter relates the 
results of his efforts so far: unusually 
large cash offerings and quantities of 
wheat, corn, rice and wheat flour. For 
new, illiterate Christians he is develop-
ing a program of evening classes to teach 
reading and writing. He uses a few basic 
materials: chart paper, magic markers, a 
simple reader and a lantern. We found 
the money to buy him a guitar, a useful 
tool in reaching the non-believers, for the 
sound of music in a rural village quickly 
attracts a crowd. Then Jermeah gives 
them the Gospel. We thank God for him. 
...but God knew 
what he was doing... 
Erin Hoffman—Caracas, Venezuela 
I give thanks to the Lord many times 
for the five special first grade children 
God has blessed me with: Andrew Agos-
tini (whose parents are missionaries with 
TEAM), Ashley Barry (TEAM Expan-
sion), Andrew Green (Barnabas Interna-
tional Mission), Deshay Linn (Team 
Expansion), and Hannah Wallace (Evan-
gelical Free Church). You can thank the 
Lord with me that all of these children 
get along well with one another! 
I never thought I'd want to teach first 
grade, but God knew what he was doing 
when he placed me here. I like teaching 
first grade! Yes, there are mornings when 
I feel nervous, days when I wonder if I'll 
make it through the curriculum by the end 
of the year, and times when I feel a bit 
down. But for the most part I am really 
encouraged by how it's going and by how 
my children are learning. And I feel 
encouraged in that the Lord has helped 
me to know how to be prepared for school 
without sacrificing other areas of my life. 
We are glad we have come 
Lee and Les Mann—Macha Mission 
Hospital, Zambia 
One really serious problem is that our 
wonderful, nearly new generator has a 
broken main switch. Now that the rainy 
season is here we are experiencing many 
electrical outages. We were without 
power for a 26-hour block of time last 
week and 11 hours yesterday. The other 
night Les was doing an emergency D & C 
when the lights went off. His torch (flash-
light) died at the same time and there was 
no lantern in theatre. So, he used his oto-
scope to start home. It too died on the 
path, so he used his umbrella as a blind 
man's cane to get home, find a new torch, 
return to the hospital to finish the proce-
dure by torch light...all in a night's work 
here. The patient is doing fine. We will be 
greatly relieved when the generator is 
functioning again. 
There are other difficult experiences 
for Les. Last week he sent home several 
children who were suffering from severe 
malnutrition. Chances of obtaining the 
necessary food supplements to cure them 
are practically nil. So, that was a tough 
day for him. The other night he had a 24-
year-old woman in heart failure, needing 
a medication which is rather common in 
the U.S. She didn't need open heart 
surgery...just a few pills. The medication 
was not available and she died. Another 
difficult experience. 
I have been busy with guests. I've spo-
ken at the hospital chapel service and had 
the closing candle-lighting service for an 
AIDS Awareness Day at the hospital this 
past week. 
We are glad we have come and believe 
God arranged our being here at a time 
when we are especially needed. We are 
feeling the prayer support of many. • 







The Poes are not new to Brethren in 
Christ Missions. They served with Breth-
ren in Christ World Missions in Zambia 
and Nicaragua from 1970-1987. For the 
following nine years, they made their 
home in Lancaster, Pa., while their three 
children attended Messiah College. Dur-
ing this time, Eleanor worked as a nurse 
in a mental health unit and Marshall was 
a chaplain at the Water Street Rescue 
Mission in Lancaster. 
Marshall, son of Robert and Edna Poe 
of Chambersburg, Pa., accepted Christ as 
a child and was baptized at 12 years of 
age. During his youth, missionary speak-
ers at his home church as well as at Rox-
bury Camp had a strong influence on his 
decision to serve Christ overseas. He went 
MCC Washington Office 
1997 Spring Seminar 
The MCC Washington Office is hosting its spring seminar April 13-15, 
1997. Titled "Planting Seeds of Hope: The Ministry of Political Advocacy," the 
conference will assist people of faith in exploring the biblical basis of advocacy 
and in addressing specific policy issues. 
The two and one half-day seminar will offer workshops on a variety of pol-
icy issues of concern to Anabaptists and will include visits to Congress. With 
the theme of "hope," the seminar will also explore how hope can be found in 
political advocacy. Speakers with theological, activist, and congressional back-
grounds will address this theme. 
A reduced rate of $50 is available for persons who register before Feb. 28. 
After that date, registration costs $60. To request a seminar brochure or more 
information, contact the MCC Washington Office, 110 Maryland Ave. NE, 
Suite 502, Washington, DC 20002. Phone (202) 544-6564; fax (202) 544-
2820; e-mail: mccwash@igc.apc.org. 
M C C A s s i g n m e n t s 
Are you looking for a life-changing experience? If so, be sensitive to the call 
of people of faith who are inviting you to partner with them in bringing justice, 
hope, and healing. Here are some ways for you to live this out in one of the fol-
lowing MCC assignments. These positions, located in the Akron/Ephrata, Pa., 
area, are available on either a salary, local service worker (LSW), or service 
worker basis. Qualifications include a commitment to Christian faith, active 
church membership, and nonviolent peacemaking. 
Assistant Director, Personnel Department (Applications due Feb. 21) 
Administrative Secretary, MCC East Coast; Manager, Material 
Resource Center; and Assistant Director, Latin America/ 
Caribbean (Applications due Feb. 28) 
AV Producer, Communications Department (Applications due May 
30) 
For more information, or to receive a copy of the job descriptions, please con-
tact Prem Dick or Goldie Kuhns at MCC Personnel Department, 21 South 12th 
St., Akron, PA 17501. Phone (717) 859-1151, or e-mail PSD@mcc.org, or 
GPK@mcc.org. 
to Africa for two years of 1-W service 
between high school and college. He 
graduated from Messiah College and the 
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminar-
ies in Goshen, Ind. During his seminary 
studies, Marshall pastored the Bethel 
Community Church in Cassopolis, Mich. 
He and Eleanor met at Messiah College 
and were married in 1967. 
Eleanor, daughter of Amor and Mary 
Herr, grew up on a farm near Pleasant 
Hill, Ohio. She accepted Christ as her 
Saviour at her home church at age 11. 
With uncles, aunts and cousins in Africa, 
she heard about missions for as long as 
she can remember. She developed an 
interest in serving God in areas where her 
abilities were needed. Two years after 
receiving her B.S. degree in nursing from 
Goshen College, Eleanor and Marshall 
began their overseas service. Her respon-
sibilities have included being a wife and 
mother at home, a nurse in rural health 
clinics, and a resource person in women's 
ministries. 
Marshall and Eleanor have a son, 
Keith, a daughter-in-law Zeneyda, and 
two daughters, Karen and Krista. They 
will serve in Nicaragua following a peri-
od of language study at Rio Grande Bible 
Institute in Edinburg, Texas. 
Staff Associate for 
Urban Peacemaking 
Mennonite Central Committee 
U.S. is seeking applicants for the 
position of Mennonite Conciliation 
Service (MCS) staff associate for 
urban peacemaking, based in Akron, 
Pa. This two-year, full-time position 
is available on either a salaried, local 
service worker, or service worker 
arrangement. Qualifications include 
a commitment to Christian faith, 
active church membership, and non-
violent peacemaking. Applicants 
should have experience/training in 
peace and justice concerns, strong 
urban experience, especially with 
racially and ethnically diverse com-
munities, and well-developed writ-
ing, teaching, and public speaking 
skills. 
For more information, contact 
Personnel Department, Prem 
Dick/Goldie Kuhns, 21 South 12th 
St., Akron, PA 17501, phone (717) 
859-1151. Applications due Feb. 14, 
1997. 
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Qfwch_ Alews 
Allegheny Conference 
On Dec. 22 Rick and Sheryl 
Gudgeons presented a family Christ-
mas concert to the Air Hill congre-
gation, Chambersburg, Pa. •> "A 
Festive Ceremony for Christmas" 
was the Dec. 22 choir program at 
the Antrim church, Chambersburg. 
•:• The C h a m b e r s b u r g c h u r c h 
enjoyed two musicals: "Wise Guys 
and Starry Skies" by the children on 
Dec. 15; and "In Adoration of the 
King of Kings" on Dec. 22 by the 
adults. •:• The Fairview Ave. church, 
Waynesboro, Pa., welcomed young 
people from 12 different countries 
for their Dec. 1-5 missions services 
Ralph and Wilma Bowman were 
guests of honor recently at a carry-
in meal hosted by the Clear Creek con-
gregation, Everett, Pa. They were 
presented with a plaque by Deacon 
Paul Peachey (right) in recognition 
of their 20 years of consecutive ser-
vice as a deacon couple at Clear 
Creek. About 25 family members 
and close friends were present in the 
morning worship service and the fel-
lowship meal. 
Steven Baer ordained 
Assistant pastor Steven R. Baer 
was ordained to the Christian min-
istry on Sunday, October 13. 19%. 
in the morning worship service at 
Oakwood Christian Fellowship in 
C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s . Rev . J a m e s 
Stauffer, pastor of the Paramount 
Bre th ren in Chr i s t C h u r c h and 
Steve's former pastor, gave the ordi-
nat ion se rmon . Bishop John A. 
Brubaker gave the charge and led in 
the ordination. Other participants 
were Rev. Kevin Longenecker and 
former bishop, Glenn Ginder. 
Rev . Bae r g r e w up in the 
Hagerstown, Maryland, area in the 
n u r t u r e and f e l l o w s h i p of the 
Paramount congregation. He is a 
graduate of the University of Mary-
hosted through Miss ionar ies to 
America. •> The Hollowell church. 
Waynesboro, participated this year 
in the Angel Tree Project for chil-
dren of parents in prison. The Dec. 
22 adult cantata was "Call Him 
Jesus." The Dec. 15 children's pro-
gram was "Merry Christmas, Past, 
Present, and Future." •:• Terry Hoke 
was guest speaker Dec. 22 for the 
Iron Springs congregation, Fair-
field, Pa. 
The women of the Martins-
burg. Pa., church baked and sold 
176 dozen cookies in December, 
with proceeds to the church parking 
lot fund. The Omegans presented 
"Because of God's Love" on Dec. 
15. •:• Instrumental music, choir can-
tata, and candlelighting were ele-
ments of the Dec. 15 evening ser-
vice at the Mt. Rock church, Ship-
pensburg. Pa. •:• The Mt. Tabor 
congregation, Mercersburg. Pa., had 
their secret sisters party Dec. 16. •:• 
The New G u i l f o r d m u s i c i a n s , 
Chambersburg, Pa., presented "Des-
tination Christmas" Dec. 22 (Kids's 
Khoir); and "Kingdom" Dec. 15 
(adult choir). •:• The South Moun-
tain church, Shippensburg, Pa., 
hosted their annual shopping trip 
Dec. 7 to Park City Mall. The chil-
dren's program was Dec. 17. 
Atlantic Conference 
On Dec. 1 Jody Miller Shearer, 
director of MCC's Racism Aware-
ness Program, spoke to the Circle of 
Hope church, Philadelphia, Pa., on 
" R e s p o n d i n g to Jesus , the Op-
pressed." •:• Richie and Wendy Cope 
land and Ashland Seminary. His 
first pastoral assignment was with 
the Center Grove congregation in 
Pennsylvania. He is now serving as 
assistant pastor at Oakwood. Steven 
and his wife, Shari (Horst), are the 
parents of two sons, Matthew and 
Adam. 
demonstrated making hor d'ouevres 
at the Dec. 10 women's Christmas 
party of the Conoy church, Eliza-
bethtown, Pa. •> The Dec. 8 Christ-
mas dinner of the Cross Roads 
church. Mount Joy, Pa., featured the 
Locust Grove Handbell Choir. The 
Sanctuary Choir performed "The 
Majesty of Christmas" on Dec. 22. •:• 
Jay Smith was the MPF guest Dec. 8 
for the Elizabethtown church with a 
dessert carry-in following the talk. •:• 
The entire Fairland church, Cleona. 
Pa., had a cookie walk after the Dec. 
22 service. An adult Sunday school 
elective in December was the video 
series, "Jesus and His Times." 
The Hershey. Pa., church has a 
new TLC group for young marrieds 
beginning the first and third Sun-
days in January. •:• Jay and Judy 
Smith spoke in the morning services 
Dec. 15 for the Lancaster, Pa., 
church. The adult choir sang "Ever-
lasting Light: A Christmas Carol for 
a Dark World" in the Dec. 24 ser-
vice. •:• Singer Bobby Michae ls 
joined the Dec. 21-22 choir-led wor-
ship services at the Manor church, 
Mountville, Pa. •:• The Millersville. 
Pa., church has begun a Scripture 
memorization program sponsored 
by adult Sunday school offerings to 
help students fund their way to Ken-
brook Bible Camp. •:• The Mon-
toursville. Pa., church had a Dec. 7 
carry-in meal and Christmas pro-
gram. 
On Dec. 15 the program theme 
at the Mt. Pleasant church. Mount 
Joy, Pa., was "Christmas is Giving, 
Receiving, and Rejoicing!" •> "Two 
Nights Before Christmas" was the 
musical by the kids and youth of the 
New Hope church, Harrisburg, Pa., 
on Dec. 15. •> The New Joy congre-
gation, Akron, Pa., presented the 
musical "Mrs. Funfiddle's Christ-
mas" on Dec. 1 and 15. •:• The com-
bined choirs of the Palmyra, Pa., 
Brethren in Christ 1998 
VISION CALENDAR 
Photography Contest 
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church and the Fair land church, 
under the director of John Eyer, per-
fo rmed "The Glory of the Lord" 
Dec. 15 and 22. • The youth of the 
Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., baby 
sat Dec. 7, 8 a.m.—5 p.m. so parents 
could shop. Jan Kut hosted a com-
puter Q & A night on Dec. 9. 
Pastor Carl Shank of the Refton, 
Pa., church began his assignment as 
Atlantic Conference Associate for 
F ie ld S e r v i c e s e f f e c t i v e Jan . 1. 
"Journey to the Center of Christ-
mas" was the Dec. 22 ch i ld ren ' s 
musical. * Joseph, Mary, with Jesus 
and entourage, marched down Main 
Street on Dec. 22 thanks to the Sil-
verdale. Pa., church, then rested at 
the live nativity scene through Dec. 
24. • The youth of the Skyline View 
church, Harrisburg, Pa., caroled at 
Polyclinic Hospital Dec. 21. "One 
Christmas Eve" was the Dec. 8 din-
ner drama. • "Would You Believe 
an Angel" was the Dec. 1 drama at 
the Summit View church, New Hol-
land, Pa. The Pacesetters Class host-
ed caroling Dec. 15 at Tel Hai Nurs-
ing Center. 
Canadian Conference 
Rhoda Winger was the speaker 
Dec. 5 for the women ' s Christmas 
b a n q u e t of the B e r t i e c h u r c h , 
Stevensville, Ont. The church wel-
comed six new members Dec. 8. •:• 
The Boyle church, St. Ann's , Ont., 
enjoyed a children's Christmas pro-
gram on Dec. 15. •:• The Bridlewood 
congregation, Agincourt, Ont., had a 
12-hour prayer vigil Dec. 7. The 
women held a cookie exchange and 
party Dec. 17. • On Dec. 29 the 
Cheaps ide congrega t ion , Nant i -
coke, Ont., saw the Billy Graham 
f i lm, "The Homecoming . " •:• The 
Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont., 
enjoyed two musicals: "Great Day" 
by the adults on Dec. 15; and "Rip 
Van Christmas" by the jr. choir on 
Dec. 8. •» The Kindersley, Sask., 
church has voted to begin building 
when $300,000 is in hand. They are 
one-third of the way to that goal. 
The congregation planned door-to-
door caroling for Dec. 22. 
On Dec. 7 the adults of the Oak 
Ridges. Ont., church had a banquet 
with music by Heather McCullough 
a n d the Victory Road Quartet. "Let 
Every Voice Sing Christmas" was 
the Dec. 15 Sunday school program. 
•> Maurice Coveney, John Gibbins, 
and Rober t Leadley brought the 
Advent messages to the Orchard 
Creek congregation, St. Catharines, 
Ont. • The Port Colborne, Ont., 
church welcomed 16 new members 
in November. The congregation cel-
ebrated with a traditional turkey hol-
iday dinner on Dec. 6. The Ridge-
mount church, Hamilton, Ont., wel-
comed nine new members on Dec. 
15. 
One person was baptized into the 
fel lowship of the Rosebank con-
gregation, Petersburg, Ont., on Dec. 
29. The church enjoyed two Christ-
mas musicals: "Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Little Star" by the junior Sunday 
s c h o o l ; and " T h e C a r p e n t e r s ' 
Christmas" by the youth. •:• On Dec. 
22 the children of the Sherkston, 
Ont., church presented "Mr. Brooks 
Goes to Bethlehem," about how the 
carol "O Little Town of Bethlehem" 
originated. The adults sang the can-
tata "Wonderful Name" on Christ-
mas Eve. •:• On Dec. 9 the women of 
the Springvale, Ont., church had a 
tea with music by Marilyn Genery 
and devotional by Muriel Patterson. 
•:• The missions committee of the 
Wainfleet. Ont., church invited the 
congregat ion to share in sending 
Christmas greetings to missionaries. 
•:• The Sunday school of the West-
heights church. Kitchener , Ont. , 
presented the play "The Reason for 
the Season" on Dec. 15. 
Central Conference 
T h e A m h e r s t c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
Massillon, Ohio, had a live nativity 
Dec. 23. •:• The adults and youth of 
the Beulah Chapel congregation, 
Spr ingf ie ld , Ohio, faced off in a 
Bible quiz on Dec. 8. •> On Dec. 14 
the Christian Union church, Gar-
rett, Ind., had a children's Christ-
mas party and program practice. •:• 
Bill Miller gave a candlelight Christ-
mas concert Dec. 13 at the High-
land church, West Milton, Ohio. * 
On D e c . 22 the M o r r i s o n , 111., 
church gave a one-act play, "Once 
Upon a Christmas Eve." The church 
raised $492 recently for the Seeds 
for Africa project. 
Pastor Warden of the Tipp City, 
Ohio, fellowship cooked the after-
service church meal Dec. 15. Carol-
ing and refreshments were planned 
for Dec. 20. •:• Charlie Byer f rom 
Navajo Mission spoke Dec. 4 to the 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation. * 
The Sippo Valley church, Massil-
lon, Ohio, had a candlelight service 
and refreshments on Dec. 22. •:• On 
Dec. 1, attenders of the Wooster. 
Ohio, church had oppor tuni ty to 
pledge toward the land and con-
struction project. The children pre-
sented a program Dec. 22. 
Midwest Conference 
"A Long Time Ago in a Land 
Called Bethlehem" was the youth 
program presented Dec. 15 at the 
Abilene, Kan., church. Junior Bible 
quizzing began Jan. 5. •:• Women of 
the Bethany congregation, Thomas, 
Okla., sent Good Housekeeping and 
Leadership magazines to the Gei-
gers, Eberhards, and Hollands as 
Christmas presents. A Bible times 
dinner theater, "In the Bethlehem 
Inn" entertained 200 people on Dec. 
18. J o h n D e a n a n d A n n a J e a n 
Thuma Eyster celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary Dec. 22 with a 
reception at the church given by 
their children. * Youth renewal ser-
v i ce s w e r e he ld Jan . 2 - 3 at the 
Rosebank church, Hope, Kan., led 
by Jeremy Kingsley of Kingdom 
Building Ministries. A winter retreat 
fo l lowed Jan. 4-5 at C a m p Mary 
Dell. •:• The Zion church, Abilene, 
Kan., collected blankets for Central 
Africa in December. The Christmas 
program and pastor 's family recep-
tion were Dec. 22. 
Pacific Conference 
The women of the Pacific High-
way congregation, Salem, Ore., had 
a holiday tea and cookie exchange 
Dec. 17. A concert of prayer was 
Dec . 11. • The U p l a n d , C a l i f . , 
church's annual Family Christmas 
featured "The Heavenly Plan" Dec. 
6, 7, 8, wr i t ten and d i r ec t ed by 
Denise Betts. * The Walnut, Calif., 
congregation had their annual carol-
ing Dec. 19 at a local re t i rement 
home, with cider and fe l lowship. 
Bill Donner was the Dec. 22 guest 
speaker about God ' s work in Trini-
dad and East Texas. 
Southeast Conference 
The Highland Park congrega-
tion, Dublin, Va., had their Kids 
Korner birthday party for Jesus on 
Dec. 8. •> On Dec. 15 the Holden 
Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., 
enjoyed a concert by s inger Earl 
Johns. Stan Kroll brought the morn-
ing message Dec. 22. 
CALENDAR 
OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, Grantham, 
Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
Feb. 18-20 Leadership Council 
Feb. 20-22 General Conference Board 
Feb. 27-Mar. 1 Board for World Missions 
Mar. 1 Board for Stewardship Services 
Mar. 3-6 National Association of Evangelicals 
Convention—Orlando, Fla. 
Mar. 7-8 Pacific Reg. Conf.—Pacific Christian 
Center, Upland, Calif. 
Mar. 11-15 Core Course "Theology of Salvation"— 
Upland, Calif. 
Mar. 14-15 Central Reg. Conf.—New Vision Fellow-
ship, Waukesha, Wise. 
Mar. 14-15 Midwest Reg. Conf.—Bethany BIC, 
Thomas, Okla. 
Mar. 21-22 Atlantic Reg. Conf.—Refton BIC, 
Refton, Pa. 
Apr. 5 Allegheny Reg. Conf.—Mt. Rock BIC, 
Shippensburg, Pa. 
Apr. 8 Ministers and Leaders Conference— 
Messiah College 
Apr. 11-12 Susquehanna Reg. Conf.—Redland Val-
ley BIC. Lewisberry, Pa. 
Apr. 18-19 Canadian Reg. Conf.—Living Faith 
Comm. Ch., Chatham, Ont. 
Apr. 25-26 Southeast Reg. Conf.—Bethel BIC, 
Hillsville, Va. 
Apr. 27-28 Board for Media Ministries 
May 15-16 Messiah College Board of Trustees 
May 17 Messiah College Commencement— 
Grantham, Pa. 
May 28 Commission on Ministry and Doctrine 
May 29-31 Leadership Council 
July 4-6 Leadership Council Retreat—St. Cather-
ines, Ont. 
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Susquehanna Conference 
On Dec. 22 the youth of the Big 
Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., 
gave the play, "The Shining Star." •:• 
" G o d ' s R a i n b o w P r o m i s e s of 
Christmas" was performed Dec. 15 
by the children of the Carlisle, Pa., 
church. •> The Dec. 22 cantata at the 
Cedar Grove church, Mifflintown, 
Pa., was "The Thrill of Hope." •:• 
Dec. 1 was miss ions day at the 
Fairview church. New Cumberland, 
Pa., with Nancy Peterman and the 
Shenks. •:• The Dec. 22 Christmas 
conce r t at the G r a n t h a m , Pa . , 
church was "Christmas Carols and 
Canticles." The Dec. 8 youth meet-
ing topic was "Waiting—The Smart 
Choice!" 
The Pioneer Girls Pal Christmas 
party was held Dec. 17 at the Jemi-
son Valley church, Westfield, Pa. •:• 
Kenneth Hoover, former professor 
of biology at Messiah College and 
ordained minister, spoke Dec. 1 for 
the Locust Grove congregation, 
York, Pa. •:• Abe and Mildred Yoder, 
of Y o u n g w a y s Gues t Hos te l in 
Africa, were Dec. 4 MPF speakers 
for the Messiah Village congrega-
tion, Mechanicsburg. Pa. •:• On Dec. 
15 the Redland Val ley church, 
York Haven, Pa., had a Christmas 
banquet featuring ventriloquist Rob 
Niner. •:• On Dec. 8 Bishop Haw-
baker assisted in the dedication of 
the new roof and steeple, platform, 
and sound sy s t em of the W e s t 




Anderson: Milea Grace, Nov. 
30, 1996; R o d n e y and T a m m y 
(Rohrer) Anderson, Rosebank con-
gregation, Kansas. 
Barley: Micaiah Marie, Dec. 10, 
1996; Phillip and Sharon (Riley) 
Barley, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Blair: Monica Denise, Nov. 28, 
1996; D e a n and R o s e Bla i r , 
Fairview Ave. congregation. Pa. 
Carbaugh: Emily Miche l le , 
Dec. 16, 1996; Michael and Melissa 
(Hornbaker) Carbaugh, Mt. Tabor 
congregation, Pa. 
Flohr: Kaitlin Rebekah, Dec. 
12, 1996; Mark and Sherri (Ed-
wards) Flohr, Chambersburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Hess: Brooke Alisa, Dec. 26, 
1996; Donald and Yvonne (Heat-
wole) Hess, Pequea congregation. 
Pa. 
Huber: Benjamin Blake, Dec. 
5, 1996; Wayne and Brenda (Sen-
senich) Huber, Pequea congregation, 
Pa. 
Hysert: Victoria Elizabeth, Dec. 
1, 1996; Robert and Virginia (Schol-
tens) Hysert, Cheapside congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Keenan: Shane Alan, Nov. 28, 
1996; Terry and Jane (Rutt) Keenan, 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Niesley: Josiah Hess, Dec. 4, 
1996; Duane and Cindy (Hess) 
Niesley, Cross Roads congregation. 
Pa. 
Nisbett: Katelyn Grace, Nov. 8, 
1996; Alan and Darlene (Dourette) 
Nisbett, Orchard Creek congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Pierce: Elleanna Laurel, Sept. 6, 
1996; C h r i s t o p h e r and Pame la 
(Gehman) Pierce, Palmyra congre-
gation, Pa. 
Thomas: Jonah James, Nov. 14, 
1996; James and Susan (Dickson) 
Thomas, Springvale congregation. 
Ont. 
Walizer: Titus Eakle, Nov. 29, 
1996; Todd and Traci Wal izer , 
Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa. 
Ziegler: Matthew Austin, Nov. 
12, 1996; James and Rebecca (Gin-
grich) Zeigler, Palmyra congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Zimmerman: Lydia Ann, Nov. 




Anthony - Mott: Susan Eliza-
beth, daughter of Robert and Nancy 
Mott, Carver, Mass. , and Duane 
Howard, son of Carl and Kathy 
Anthony, Mount Joy, Pa., June 8, 
1996, at Mechanicsburg Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Kenneth 
Hepner officiating. 
Bert - Russell: Elizabeth Ann, 
daughter of Charles and Jane Rus-
sell, Elizabethtown, Pa., and Keith 
Daniel, son of Daniel and Fredith 
Bert, Elizabethtown, Dec. 7, 1996, 
at Conoy Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Marlin Ressler officiat-
ing. 
Boulaine - Emery: Gloria Lor-
raine. daughter of Andrew and Mil-
dred Emery, Canfield, Ont., and 
Paul Jean Cory, son of Paul and 
Frances Boulaine, Oct. 19, 1996. at 
C h e a p s i d e B r e t h r e n in Chr i s t 
Church with Rev. Albert Scholtens 
officiating. 
Fritz - Bragunier: Sharon K., 
daughter of Walter and Sylvia Bra-
gunier, Fayetteville, Pa., and Kevin 
E., son of Carl and Linda Fritz, Mar-
ion, Pa., Nov. 23, 1996, at the Pen-
tecostal Mission Church with Rev. 
John Fickett and Rev. Bill DeHart 
officiating. 
LeCates - Swartz: Kara Jane, 
d a u g h t e r of C h a r l e s and Jane 
Swartz, Wrightsville, Pa., and David 
Sherwood, son of Robert and Rachel 
Brown and Robert LeCates, all of 
York, Pa., Dec. 28, 1996, at Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Robert L. Sheetz officiating. 
Meyers - Angle: Angela Ann, 
daughter of Larry and Sally Angle, 
Waynesboro, Pa., and Ryan Dean, 
son of Dean and Doris Meyers , 
Chambersburg, Pa., Sept. 14, 1996, 
at the Meyers farm with Rev. Kevin 
Witter officiating. 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
February 1, 1897—W. O. Baker, writing on war: "It 
seems to be forgotten that bodies are the aggregate of indi-
viduals, and that none of these individuals lose any of their 
responsibility in their corporate relations, but acquire new 
responsibilities.... What is right in the individual is right in 
the collective body.... What is sin in the one is sin in the 
other. When such a body deliberately commits a wrong, 
some body is responsible for the act.... The individual guilt 
is commensurate with the degree of knowledge possessed of 
the nature of the act, and the extent of the acquiescence in 
the perpetration of the deed." 
75 Years Ago 
February 13, 1922—V. L. Stump, in an editorial titled 
"Religion or a Life, Which?": "Religion is learned by cat-
echism; Christianity is not learned nor practiced; it is lived. 
It is not the struggle to live up to an ideal (Christ). It is 
Christ living his life in us." 
50 Years Ago 
February 24, 1947—Associate editor J. A. Climenhaga: 
"Some people become very uncharitable and denunciatory 
in their attitude and it might be that the other side of the 
issue is more nearly in harmony with the truths of Divine 
revelation and literal interpretation of the Word of God 
than that which they hold. That Ephesians 4 teaches unity of 
faith, spirit and knowledge all will concede, but it should be 
known that the practice of Charity is a much greater Chris-
tian principle and virtue than the theorizing on the doc-
trines contained therein." 
25 Years Ago 
February 10, 1972—Editor John E. Zercher: "I recently 
heard the term 'unlimited liability' used to describe the 
kind of love that should be experienced within the Christian 
community. The natural place for this to be expressed is 
within the congregation. Time would be well spent if con-
gregations would examine the meaning and the day-to-day 
outworking of this quality of love within the life of a con-
gregation—loving one another as Christ loves us." 
10 Years Ago 
February 1987—Ken Letner, in "Worthy Worship to 
the Worthy God": "We need to give a caution that we do not 
want to be worship-centered, preacher-centered, music-cen-
tered, or building-centered. We want to be God-centered. 
After a church service we want to exclaim not how great a 
worship experience we have had, but how great it was to 
meet God." 
February 1997 17 
Obituaries 
Byers : Charlie B. Byers. born 
Feb. 11, 1908, son of Alfred M. and 
Hannah Burkhart Byers, died Dec. 
17, 1996. His wife, Ruth (Wingert), 
preceded him in death. Surviving are 
his wife, Ruth (Hunt); three sons, 
Nelson W., Charlie B. Jr., and Ivan 
W.; a daughter, R. Ann Shelly; nine 
grandchildren; and nine great-grand-
Hawbaker and Rev. Kevin L. Witter 
officiating. Interment was in Air Hill 
Cemetery. 
Tribute 
The passing of Charlie B. Byers 
is an occasion to give thanks for a 
brother made holy, useful to the 
Master , and fa i th fu l in the good 
works God prepared for him to do. 
At this t ime of loss we o f fe r our 
sympathy and comfort to Ruth, the 
children, and to the extended family. 
And we turn to the Father of Com-
passion to comfort us in sorrow and 
renew us in hope. 
Charl ie Byers was devoted to 
Christ and the church. He accepted 
Christ in a revival service at the age 
of 8. At 17, he began serving as a 
Sunday school teacher, youth work-
er, and songleader at the Chambers-
burg congregation. At 24, he was 
AAmM^^ 
Affluenza 
by Warren Hoffman 
With the best of 
intentions, we 
expose children 
to a virus called 
affluenza. 
Warren Hoffman is General 
Secretary of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. This article first appeared in 
"Partners " (the Atlantic Conference 
Newsletter) in June 1994. 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts, Year to Date January 1 - D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 1 9 9 6 
United States Canada 
1996 1995 1996 1995 
Proportionate 2.260.907 2.390.611 421,016 447.782 
Congregat ional 2,101,792 1,997,838 413,930 447,411 
Individual 159,115 392,773 7,086 371 
Designated and 
Direct (Jiving 786.944 940.559 
Congregational 264,319 667,404 
Individual 522,625 273.155 
Total to Date 3.047.851 3.331.117 421,016 447.782 
Total Budcet 3.781.056 3.735.410 472,000 510,000 
Received to Date 80.6% 89.2% 89.2% 87.8% 
Reeboks, toys, bicycles, video games, roller blades, name brand clothes, theme 
park excursions, shore trips, stereo systems, sports camps, music camps, pickup 
trucks, cars, a college education—most of what our children want, they get. 
Whether we consider ourselves well-to-do, middle income, or average wage 
earners, we do not want our children to feel badly about having less or 
doing without. 
So we stretch our financial capacities to give our children most of 
what they want—to their detriment. With the best intentions, we expose 
our children to a virus which David McKenna has called affluenza. 
Affluenza infects children and youth with a virulent desire for per-
sonal gratification. Symptoms may include acquisitive consumption, throwaway 
carelessness, and take-it-for-granted ingratitude. 
When thwarted by financial or parental restraint, affluenza may erupt in dis-
content, complaints, badgering, manipulation, pouting, and anger. 
How can we inoculate children against affluenza? If the early symptoms are 
already appearing, how do we treat this infection? 
First, we can determine to live on less ourselves. Albert Schweitzer made this 
observation: "There are only three ways to teach a child. The first is by example, 
the second is by example, the third is by example." We set a therapeutic example 
for our children when we turn away from patterns of accumulation and purpose-
fully seek ways to downscale and simplify our lifestyle. 
Second, we can stop giving money to children for every request. For spending 
money, we can give modest allowances. As children get older, we can let them earn 
money for bicycles, athletic equipment, and extra clothes by getting jobs outside 
the home—tossing papers, mowing lawns, washing cars, and babysitting. 
Third, we can allow children to do without at times. When children need to 
"make do," they learn to explore creative alternatives to spending. They tend to 
take better care of possessions. They are more apt to develop skills in making and 
repairing things. They have the opportunity to develop the character traits of self-
reliance and resourcefulness. 
Fourth, we can give children the responsibility to pay for most, if not all, of their 
college education (or car). When maturing children accept responsibility for a 
financial goal of this magnitude, they have the incentive to earn 
scholarships, to apply for grants, and to work during the sum-
mer and school year. They can learn to work patiently, to save 
consistently, and to plan for the future. 
Fifth, we can encourage giving. In every allowance or pay-
check, God gives money to live on and money to give away. 
When the primary aim of children is personal gratification, 
the portion to give away usually diminishes. When children dis-
cover the higher aim of loving service, they have motivation to 
free up enlarging amounts of money to be used for kingdom 
purposes. 
Parents need to provide for children. But a larger aim of 
childrearing is to build character traits and to instill biblical val-
ues that can withstand the assaults of a materialistic society. 
With simple acts of obedience to Jesus' instructions about 
money, children can be inoculated against, and even cured of, 
the virus of affluenza. 
c h i l d r e n . He 
had resided at 
Mess i ah Vi l -
l a g e s i n c e 
1988 and was 
a m e m b e r of 
t he c h u r c h 
there. Services 
w e r e h e l d at 
the Messiah Village and Chambers-
burg churches with Bishop John B. 
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elected to be a minister in the North 
Franklin District of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. Four years later, he 
was chosen to serve as bishop of the 
district. As called upon from time 
to time, he served as nonresident 
bishop of other districts as well. 
When a new administrative pattern 
was adopted by the denomination in 
1957, Bishop Byers, then 49, was 
selected as one of five bishops for 
the church. He served two terms in 
the Allegheny Conference and two 
in the Atlantic Conference, a total 
of 21 years. After retiring as bishop 
at age 69, he devoted time to the 
Gospel Tide Hour and to Roxbury 
Camp. Until the time of an automo-
bile accident three months ago in his 
89th year, he was active as a preach-
er, radio speaker, and elder church-
man. 
We thank God for the wide and 
enduring influence of Charlie Byers. 
From the earliest years of his min-
istry, he preached a clear, evange-
listic message. From age 25 onward, 
when he experienced an assurance 
of sanctification, he preached bibli-
cal holiness with conviction and 
clarity. In his leadership he motivat-
ed people with an effective blend of 
energy, enthusiasm, practical wis-
dom, and astute timing. He encour-
aged needed innovations in church 
life. He promoted evangelistic out-
reach through revivals, camp meet-
ings, Sunday school, and extension 
c h u r c h e s . He s e rved on m a n y 
denominational boards and commit-
tees. Recognized for his skill in 
directing the work of General Con-
ference, he was elected as moderator 
nine times. He was instrumental in 
the founding of Roxbury Holiness 
Camp and served as camp director 
for 36 years. He was the founder 
and, for 50 years, the speaker for the 
Gospel Tide Hour. He was active in 
the leadership of the Christian Holi-
ness Association. In worldwide trav-
el to the Near East, Cuba, Japan, and 
India he ministered to missionaries 
and national churches overseas. 
People across North America 
and around the world will cherish 
the memory of Bishop Byers as a 
preacher, radio speaker, exponent of 
evangelism and holiness, church 
leader, and friend. We mourn his 
loss, personally and as a church. Yet 
we rejoice in the knowledge that he 
is now in the presence of the Master 
he served long and well. 
Warren L. Hoffman, 
General Secretary, Brethren in 
Christ Church 
Cook: Blaine Cook, born Mar. 
9, 1929, son of Blaine and Beatrice 
Cook, died Dec. 2, 1996. Surviving 
are his wife, Winifred (Fortney); 2 
daughters, Elaine Beinhower and 
Sandra Beinhower; 4 sons, Blaine, 
Richard, Clifford, and Martin; 12 
grandchildren; 4 stepgrandchildren; 
3 great-grandchildren; 2 brothers; 
and 3 sisters. Blaine was a member 
of the Fairview Ave. congregation. 
Pa., since 1966. He resided in North 
Carolina. The funeral was held at 
the Fairview Ave. church with Rev. 
Simon A. Lehman and Rev. Scott 
Hartman officiating. Interment was 
in Cross Roads Cemetery. 
Crane: Wray Bruce Crane, born 
Nov. 2, 1991, son of Charles and 
Elma Baker Crane, died Dec. 5, 
1996. His wi fe , Lois (Swif t ) ; a 
brother, Ralph; and a sister, Marie, 
preceded him in death. Surviving are 
his wife, Mary; a daughter, Linda 
Hayes; stepdaughters Betty Putman 
and Cheryl Raf fe r ty ; a s tepson, 
LeRoy Mulligan; eight grandchil-
dren; four great-grandchildren; a 
brother, Reg; and a sister, Muriel 
Radford. Wray served as a greeter 
and helped on the kitchen committee 
of the Sherkston church, Ont., where 
he was a member. He was known 
for his sense of humor. The funeral 
was held at the Thompson-Mot t 
Funeral Home with Rev. Leonard 
Chester and Rev. John Buchwald 
officiating. Interment was in Green-
wood Cemetery. 
Eigenbrode: George Eigen-
brode, born Jan. 13, 1926, son of 
Maurice and Alice Eigenbrode, died 
Dec. 3, 1996. Preceding him in 
death were a sister and two brothers. 
Surviving are his wife, Kathryn; two 
daughters, Patrica Walton and Sue 
Petrie; two sons, G. David and Tim-
othy; two brothers; and four sisters. 
George attended the Fairview Ave. 
church, Pa., where the memorial ser-
vice was held with Rev. John Fick-
ett off ic ia t ing. Interment was in 
Green Hill Cemetery. 
Hock: C. Walter Hock, born 
Mar. 22, 1915, son of Clark W. and 
Mary F. Wenger Hock, died Dec. 8, 
1996. Preceding him in death were a 
son, Raymond; 2 daughters, Thel-
ma and Verna Hock; 3 brothers; and 
5 sisters. Surviving are his wife, 
Margaret M. (Myers); 2 sons, C. 
Walter Jr. and Mervin D.; 5 daugh-
ters, Isabel Overcash, Julia Bow-
man, Rosalie Tarman, Janet Ord-
way , and Brenda K a u f m a n ; 17 
grandchildren; 14 great-grandchil-
dren; 2 stepgreat-grandchildren; a 
brother, Laban D.; and a sister, Cora 
Bert. He was a retired farmer and 
fo r 10 yea r s a cou r i e r fo r the 
Orrstown Bank. Walter was a faith-
ful member of the Servants of Christ 
Sunday school class of the Mt. Rock 
congregation, Pa., where he was a 
member. The service was held at the 
church with Rev. Lloyd T. Zimmer-
man. Rev. Robert Murr, and Rev. 
C. Walter Hock Jr. officiating. Inter-
ment was in Air Hill Cemetery. 
H o o v e r : Mary C. W i n g e r t 
Hoover, born May 7. 1905. daughter 
of Peter and Bertha Lesher Ott, died 
Dec. 5, 1996. Preceding her in death 
were her h u s b a n d s , A lvah B. 
Wingert and Elam G. Hoover. Sur-
viving are three daughters, Ethel 
Myers, Bertha Thrush, and Julia 
Hostetter; a son, Nathan Wingert; 
two stepdaughters, Dorothy Wenger 
and Janet Diller; a stepson, Robert 
Hoover; numerous grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; and a half-
brother, Clarence Ott. Mary was a 
Sunday school teacher and helper in 
the sewing auxiliary for the Air Hill 
church. Pa., where she was a mem-
ber. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. John L. Bundy 
officiating. Interment was in New 
Guilford Cemetery. 
Lehmer: Mae E. Lehmer, born 
Nov. 12, 1923, in Marysville, Pa., 
died Dec. 11, 1996. Her husband 
preceded her in death. Surviving are 
th ree sons , Dona ld and David 
Lehmer , and Mervin Shearer; a 
daughter, Goldie Bell; five brothers; 
and two sisters. Mae had attended 
the Fairview congregat ion . Pa., 
since 1991. The funeral was held in 
Mechan icsburg , Pa., with Rev. 
Simon A. Lehman officiating. Inter-
ment was in Indiantown Gap, Pa. 
Rife: Harold E. Rife, born Apr. 
5, 1923, son of Jacob and Florence 
Dice Rife, died Nov. 29, 1996. Sur-
viving are his wife, Joan (Mickey); a 
son, H. Eugene; three granddaugh-
ters; and a brother. Harold and his 
wife established the Rolling Acres 
Mobile Home Park in St. Thomas, 
Pa. He was a member of the Air Hill 
congregation, Pa., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. John L. Bundy 
officiat ing. Interment was in St. 
Thomas Cemetery. 
Ruegg: Clara M. Ruegg, born 
July 13, 1908, daughter of Levi and 
Louisa Gingerich Winger, died Dec. 
12, 1996. Her spouses, Benjamin M. 
Myers and John A. Ruegg, preceded 
her in death. Surviving are a son, 
Benjamin W. Myers; a daughter, 
Elizabeth L. Hoover; 4 stepsons, 
Paul, Howard, Lome and Douglas 
Ruegg; a stepdaughter, Mary Lou 
Ruegg; 21 grandchildren; and a 
brother, Stanley Winger. Clara had 
resided at Messiah Village since 
April 1996, having been a native of 
Stevensville, Ont. The funeral ser-
vice was held at the Messiah Vil-
lage church, where she was a mem-
ber, with Rev. J. Robert Lehman 
o f f i c i a t i n g . In t e rmen t was in 
Mechanicsburg Cemetery. 
Shoalts: Ruth Alverta Shoalts, 
born Aug. 25, 1906, in Mount Joy. 
Pa., died Dec. 9, 1996. Roy Shoalts, 
her husband, preceded her in death. 
Surviving are 3 daughters, Mary 
Jane Robinson, Doris Marr, and 
Nancy Payson; 3 sons, Lester, Roy, 
and Robert; 22 grandchildren; 34 
great-grandchildren; and a sister, 
Phoebe Sentz. For years Ruth and 
her husband faithfully served the 
Wainfleet congregation. Ont., where 
they were members. The funeral 
was held at the church with Rev. 
Charles Mashinter officiating. Inter-
ment was in Zion Cemetery. 
Turner: Mina Turner, born Jan. 
29, 1904, died Nov. 12, 1996. Pre-
ceding her in death was her hus-
band. Chelsie Turner. Surviving is a 
daugher, Mili King. Mina was a 
member of the Upland, Calif., con-
gregation. The funeral was held at 
Stone Funeral Home with Rev. 
Graybill Brubaker officiating. Inter-
ment was in Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Yehnert: Raleigh Yehnert, bora 
Sept. 4, 1915, in Salix, Pa., died 
Dec. 16. 1996. Surviving are his 
wife, Anna; a son, William Raleigh; 
and two brothers, Burl and Harry. 
He had lived in Upland, Calif., for 
54 years. He served on the Deacon 
Board and was a Sunday school 
teacher at the Upland church where 
he was a member. The funeral was 
held at the c h u r c h wi th Rev . 
Michael Luchtenburg officiating. 





Mennonite community is 
searching for staff mem-
bers (principal and teach-
ers) for the new Philadel-
phia Mennonite High 
School, which has the 
opening date of Septem-
ber 1997. We are looking 
for staff committed to our 
mission of providing "a 
Christ-centered, academ-
ically excellent, multicul-
tural education in an 
urban context that enables 
students to achieve their 
full potential and to 
develop a lifestyle of ser-
vice and peacemaking." 
Send responses by 
March 15, 1997, to Lynn 
Parks at 6269 Walker St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19135; 
phone (215) 333-5868. 
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"A resource for the 
Brethren in Christ 
Church" 
by Susan K. Getty 
Money is not to be our master, but instead we should be masters of 
our finances. The Jacob Engle Foun-
dation is a ministry of the Brethren in 
Christ Church which helps Christians 
take control of their finances and put 
to the best possible use what the Lord 
has blessed them with in this world. 
The Jacob Engle Foundat ion is 
based in Grantham, Pa., in the Breth-
ren in Christ church offices building. 
A staff of four full-time and four part-
time personnel serves in the ministry 
of providing s tewardship counsel , 
education, and investment opportuni-
ties for those who have association 
with the Brethren in Christ Church. 
The Brotherhood Loan Fund, part of 
the foundation, makes loans to con-
gregations which need funds to build 
new facilities or to enhance their cur-
rent building, to pastors who need a 
home mortgage loan, or to congrega-
tions which have special ministry 
needs. Trust funds , cer t i f icates of 
deposit, IRAs, and passbook savings 
accounts are all available. Returns on 
investments may be designated to 
ministry agencies, church groups, or 
collected by the investor. Seminars 
and Sunday school lessons on topics 
including stewardship, financial plan-
ning, money management, God's laws 
of giving, and government tax laws 
are provided to Brethren in Christ 
congregations by regional represen-
tatives of the foundation or by the 
Grantham staff, at no cost to the local 
church. In short, the organization's 
personnel are dedicated to helping 
concerned Christians faithfully man-
age and use their accumulated pos-
sessions. 
The Jacob Engle Foundation is not 
a fledgling organization. Paul Witter, 
a banker of Perkasie, Pa., was an orig-
inal board member at the foundation's 
inception in 1972. Retiring in June 
1996 after 24 years of service, he has 
seen the foundation grow and change 
through the years. The Jacob Engle 
Foundation began, he says, because 
of the vision of a few people who felt 
that if one organization could pool the 
money of various boards for invest-
ment, bigger reserves would be avail-
able when needs arose. Those who 
worked with the foundation in the 
early days soon found there was a 
larger need: local church congrega-
tions needed funds for church planting 
or building expansion and were often 
unable to secure a loan from a com-
mercial institution. Up until the time 
of the Jacob Engle Foundation, each 
regional conference had its own loan 
fund , and money was not a lways 
available for desired projects. The 
Brotherhood Loan Fund started out 
small since not much capital had been 
accumulated. Additionally, there were 
a lot of initial extra expenses, related 
to the legal processes financial insti-
tutions are required to follow to re-
ceive state approval for operation. It 
took time to build the foundation, 
building assets and building a reputa-
tion both with the state regulatory 
groups and with the denomination. 
November of 1989 saw the Jacob Engle Foundat ion move f rom 
California to Pennsylvania, and it was 
at that time that Don Zook became 
the first full-time director the founda-
tion had. Zook 's "background as a 
CPA and as a churchman was a boon 
to the group," says Attorney Jeff Erni-
co, of Grantham, Pa., who serves on 
the Executive Committee of the Jacob 
Engle Foundat ion and has been a 
member of the Board of Directors 
since 1982. 
Confidence was won over time as 
the foundation made wise investments 
which proved their viability. Holding 
assets in excess of $39 million (more 
than three times the total assets in 
1982), the foundation offers interest 
rates on deposits which are competi-
tive with those you can find in the 
commercial market. This is possible 
because it operates with a lower over-
head and does not need to show a 
profit at year's end. For example, on a 
statement savings account at Jacob 
Engle Foundation which allows you 
to deposit or withdraw money at your 
request, your money would earn an 
interest rate of 4.75%, higher than vir-
tually any commercial bank. Folks 65 
years of age or older earn 6% on their 
accounts. 
Another cost saving element in the 
operation of the foundation is the use 
of student interns from Messiah Col-
lege. The business and accounting 
students gain valuable work experi-
ence while providing good help for 
the Jacob Engle Foundation. Because 
the overhead is low, the returns are 
greater . Jeff Ern ico says that the 
"financial picture looks stronger year 
after year." And when the returns are 
good, everyone benefits. People who 
invest their funds get a good return, 
and the foundation realizes returns as 
well. Part of that income goes back 
into the net assets of the foundation to 
keep it strong, and some is returned 
directly to the borrowers in the form 
of reduced rates of interest. Recently, 
the J a c o b E n g l e F o u n d a t i o n 
announced a reduction in the variable 
interest rate for loans. The rate for all 
loans had been 9%. As of January 1, 
1997, the following revised rates have 
been in effect: denominational agen-
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Front row (left to right): Mary Olive Lady, Juanita Rex, Kim Jacob, Brenda Schultz. 
Back row: Glenn Hensel, Elbert Smith, Dave Strausser, Don Zook. 
cies and congregations, 8.5%; church 
plantings (first five years), 8%; resi-
dential mortgages for pastors, 7.5%. 
The lower rates, which compare to 
prevailing commercial rates, are pos-
sible because of the strong equity 
position of the Jacob Engle Founda-
tion at this time. In the past, Ernico 
explains, "the foundation was per-
ceived as a liability to the denomina-
tion and now it is perceived to be an 
enabler, a resource for the denomina-
tion." 
The Jacob Engle Foundation focus-es on helping people get their fis-
cal lives in order, and one way to do 
this is by preparing a will. Although a 
will is most important for those peo-
ple who care about how their estate 
will be distributed and used upon their 
death, many people have never had a 
wi l l d r a w n up . T h e D i r e c t o r of 
Planned Giving and the Jacob Engle 
Foundation have a service which will 
motivate you to take care of this task. 
At no fee, they provide a list of attor-
neys who have agreed to prepare wills 
at a lower rate than most non-partic-
ipating attorneys, and you may choose 
which one you would like to employ. 
After the will is prepared, you will be 
reimbursed 50% (up to $50) of the 
lawyer 's fee when you contact the 
D i r e c t o r of P l a n n e d G i v i n g and 
inform him of which attorney you 
worked with in the process. 
Paul Witter reminds us, "People 
should not wait until they have a lot of 
money to prepare a will or learn to 
manage their funds." Whether you are 
managing a small amount of money 
or larger sums, the foundation has ser-
vices for you. And because as a Chris-
tian you care about how your money 
is being invested, it can be good to 
know there is an organization that 
cares as much as you do about honor-
ing God with your finances. Dr. Ivan 
Beachy, Executive Committee mem-
ber from Carlisle, Pa., explains why 
Brethren in Christ people choose the 
Jacob Engle Foundation. "They are 
like other people—they like to get a 
good return on their money and they 
are careful about where their money 
goes." A wide variety of charitable 
gifts plans are administered, including 
trust funds and charitable bequests. 
Anyone who invests in or borrows 
from the Jacob Engle Foundation can 
be confident that the money the foun-
dation handles is being used to fur-
ther the kingdom of God. Paul Witter 
says, "There are all kinds of needs in 
the world, and all kinds of appeals. 
We're not saying they are not legiti-
mate, but some of them wouldn't use 
the money as wisely as the Brethren 
in Christ believe it should be used." 
Having served as an Execut ive 
Committee member for three years, 
A1 Carr of Harrisburg, Pa., expresses 
optimism for the future of the foun-
dation. A strength of the organization 
is its team approach in management. 
An investment committee helps guide 
the foundation, making sure the in-
vestments are in the best interest of 
the foundation and its investors. The 
group is also working proactively on 
developing a succession plan which 
will help ensure that quality leader-
ship is always present. "You know 
where your dollars are being spent," 
he states. And the Jacob Engle Foun-
dation will "continue doing things that 
bring security and safety to the people 
who trust Jacob Engle Foundation 
with their money." 
Susan Kreider Getty is a member of the 
Grantham Church where she serves as Con-
gregational Secretary, director of the Cherub 
Choir, and lay leader with the senior high 
youth group. 
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Profiling Brethren in Christ Ministries 
Making a 
new start 
by Kirsten Horak 
Ten-year-old Joshua's* heart raced 
as it neared his turn to tell about the 
article he had chosen for the day's 
"current event" assignment. His mom, 
Diane, had given him the article at the 
beginning of the week, telling him to 
use it if he wanted. It had been in his 
backpack all week. Now it was Friday, 
and he had forgotten to cut out anoth-
er article the night before. He would 
have to use this one. He decided he 
would just hold the article up for his 
classmates to see, so as he stood up in 
front of the class, he held up a full-
color photo of himself, his mom, and 
his brother, Jimmy. The article's head-
line stood out boldly: "Meth-Addict 
Makes New Start" (Inland Valley Daily 
Bulletin, December 1, 1996). 
As Joshua's classmates and friends 
stared at the article, he felt he needed 
to say something, so he started explain-
ing how his mother, brother, and he 
had been living in shelters for many 
years. His mom used to be on drugs 
and running from the law, but she had 
just successfully completed Pacific 
Lifeline's program, and now they had 
moved in to their own apa r tmen t . 
Joshua's eyes began to fill with tears. 
The emotional impact of what his 
mom had gone through to get herself 
to a place where she could once again 
properly take care of her family was 
overwhelming. He decided to start 
passing the article around, and he raced 
back out of the spotlight to the safety 
of his desk. The class rose to give him 
a standing ovation, and a "big kid" in 
the class came over and asked him if 
*All residents' names have been changed. 
he was okay. After school, Joshua told 
his mom this kid was his "new friend." 
Pacific Lifeline is a long-term tran-
sitional shelter for women and children, 
located in Upland, Calif. We have 
found that the best way to help chil-
dren is to help their moms; we often 
like to say we are a shelter for children 
whose moms are welcome, too. When 
a family enters our program, our case-
worker meets with the mother to set 
goals. She asks the woman what she 
has always wanted to be, and what kept 
her from reaching that goal. Often-
times, her dreams are attainable. For 
instance, if a woman has always want-
ed to be in the medical field, there are 
positions available within her reach. 
We empower women to take steps 
toward reaching their goal, whether it 
be through job training programs, 
jun ior col lege courses, or making 
phone calls to set up interviews. Our 
goal is that they leave our program 
secure in a job with a career ladder and 
pay that will support them and t h e i r ^ 
children, and no longer in need of wel-
fare support. This provides a great role 
model for their children. What they are 
seeing is their mother using welfare for 
its intended purpose—for help when 
they need it, but while they are getting 
it, they are doing everything possible to 
get to a point where they no longer 
need the assistance. 
This sounds easy on paper—cut and 
dried steps to get a job. However, for 
these women, each step is a major 
accomplishment becomimg financially 
independent. There are issues that 
cause major roadblocks: self-esteem 
issues, outstanding warrants, unregis-
tered cars, child support problems. Our 
case worker and two profess ional 
counselors meet with the women to 
help them overcome such issues. Our 
staff treats the women and children 
with respect and dignity; it is amazing 
the progress a person can make when 
treated in such a manner! 
Our hope is that Pacific Lifeline is a 
glimmer of light and love for these 
women and children. While they are 
here, they are safe and loved. They will 
never run out of food, the utilities will 
never be turned off, and repairs will 
be made immediately. The staff sets 
examples for the residents; for in-
stance, we don't hit or yell when we 
get mad, we are always open to sug-
gestions, and we work at communicat-
ing effectively. Our hope is that in 
years to come, when Pacific Lifeline is 
just a long-ago memory in their minds, 
the women and children will react to 
situations and live their lives in the 
way they saw modeled here. 
About a month ago, there was a 
knock on my door. When I opened it I 
greeted Diane. She said, "Kirsten...oh, 
never mind, it's nothing," and turned to 
leave. I persuaded her to say what was 
on her mind. She turned and quietly 
said, "Please pray for me." Yes, Diane, 
of course I will pray for you. I do pray 
for you, your children, and for all the 
other residents and graduates of Pacif-
ic Lifeline. Your life has seen more 
trouble than I ever expect to experi-
ence, and I am daily impressed with 
the effort you are making to turn your 
life around. 
Pacific Lifeline operates through the 
generosity of individuals and organi-
zations. If you would like further infor-
mation, a tour of the facility, or if you 
would be interested in giving, either 
monetarily or with in-kind gifts, please 
contact Bob Verseput or Kirsten Horak 
at (909) 931-2624; 834 Alpine Street, 
Upland, CA 91786. 
Kirsten Horak is involved in many aspects 
of Pacific Lifeline's work. She is the Resident 
Staff, Volunteer Coordinator, Children's Pro-
gram Manager, and Marketing/Public Rela-
tions staff person. Pacific Lifeline is a U.S. 
Brethren in Christ Mission in Upland. It is 
the second of two shelters operating under 
Lifeline Ministries, Inc., based out of San 
Francisco; the original shelter is located in 
San Francisco. 
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We have a 
home 
by Ethel Bundy 
It has been 100 years since the 
Brethren in Christ began a ministry to 
older adults, to assist them physically, 
emotionally, intellectually and spiritu-
ally. Th is s tory is found in Ray 
Zercher's book To Have a Home. There 
have been special events during this 
anniversary year: a Centennial Heritage 
Celebration in April, Community Night 
in June, the Fall Festival and a Study 
Conference in September, concluding 
with a Thanksgiving Celebration in 
November. 
In April, during the drama based on 
Zercher's book, Irvin O. Musser—who 
was steward for 19 years—asked if the 
missionary barrels are packed. He said 
he wanted to put the Hershey candy 
bars in the drums before closing them. 
That spoke to me, for I was in Africa on 
the receiving end of the Hershey bars. I 
don't recall knowing how they got to 
Africa. Now I know. What a treat to 
have Hershey bars in the bush; we 
didn't buy such things! 
In the drama Ida Musser commented 
about the Messiah Home being a good 
place for missionaries to gather things. 
Undoubtedly some did this though we 
never did. However, for many years all 
farewell services were at the Home. 
Irvin mused, "I wonder if any of the 
missionaries will retire at Messiah 
Home some day?" The audience was 
amused by that statement and an idea 
popped into my head. Someone ought 
to respond with "We Have a Home." 
How many of the residents during 
this anniversary year have been mis-
sionaries? Some were long-term mis-
sionaries, others were short-term mis-
sionaries; some served in North Amer-
ica and others overseas. (Some have 
moved and others have been promoted 
to their eternal home during this year. 
Our pastors are included.) 
It was 1921 that Avis Carlson went 
to Chicago Mission where she served 
for 45 years; in 1928 Sam Lady entered 
service; then in 1931 it was Dorothy 
Hershey who went to Africa and Leora 
Yoder to India. In 1947 Miriam Bowers 
went to Japan and Eunice Wingert 
began her journey with MCC which 
took her to Germany, Austria, Japan, 
Hong Kong, and Burundi, then to Reed-
ley, Calif. 
Five of us have been in service for 
more than 40 years: Avis Carlson, Betty 
Morningstar, Leora Yoder, Joe and 
Marietta Smith; six of us more than 30 
years: Mary Heisey, Mary Olive Lady, 
Fannie McBeth, Bill Hoke, George and 
Ethel Bundy. There have been 16 with 
20 years or more: Dorothy Martin, 
Dorothy Hershey, Anna R. Wolgemuth, 
Faithe Carlson, Paul and Evelyn Hill, 
Mabel Hensel, Edna Lehman, Paul and 
Mary Martha Jamison, Eva Mae Bru-
baker, Nancy Hoke, Esther Ulery, Helen 
Dohner, Ruth Byers and Martha Lady. 
There are 36 who served more than 10 
years: David and Verna Mae Climen-
ABC News visits Messiah Village 
On Thursday and Friday, Nov. 21-22, a film crew from ABC News 
visited Messiah Village, a continuing care retirement community, to 
film its intergenerational activities program. 
Youngsters from the Children's Family Cen-
ter, a child day care located at Mess iah ' s 
retirement community, spend time each day 
cooking, making crafts, and playing games 
with retirees in their 70s and 80s. 
The news segment aired on World News 
Tonight with Peter Jennings on Tuesday 
evening, Dec. 31, at 6:30 p.m. 
The ABC crew filmed groups of children 
interacting with seniors as they gathered to 
exercise, make snacks, or sing. For a six-
month-old baby, "interacting" means being 
rocked by a Messiah Village resident. "We 
have a number of residents that visit the 
infants and hold them for hours at a time," 
said Messiah President Emerson L. Lesher. 
The Children's Family Center was founded 
at Messiah Village in 1978 by Mary Eshel-
man. Today, the center is outgrowing its loca-
tion, with 80 children enrolled. 
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haga, Lewis and Gladys Sider, Erma 
Hoover, Ruth Neiman, Miriam Wenger, 
Florence Davis, Mary Kreider, Eunice 
Wingert, Sam Lady, Arthur Climen-
haga, Bob and Aggie Lehman, Grace 
Sider, Rupert and Arlene Turman, 
Howard and Pearl Wolgemuth, Marion 
and Rachel Heisey, JoAnne Brubaker, 
Harvey and Erma Sider, Evelyn Engle, 
John and Dorothy Fries, Ruth Garman, 
Elizabeth Kanode, Cora Walters, Eliza-
beth Asper, Avery and Emma Heisey, 
Beulah Lyons, Bob and Winnie Wor-
man. 
Then there are 51 with less than ten 
years: Mary Breneman, Esther Eber-
sole, Florence Meyer, Florence Black-
stone, Verna Ginder, Catherine Hock, 
Gladys Kaltreider, Leora Kanode, Wal-
ter and Mildred Lehman, Lona Climen-
haga, Dor tha Dohner , Eva Lewis , 
Martha Long, Bennie and Ruth Faden-
recht, Miriam Bowers, Ruth Hoover, 
Clarence Musser, Wilma Musser, Sam 
and Cora Bert, Grace Lady, Rachel 
Mart in, Clara Ruegg, Vida Yoder, 
Harold and Mary Lib Engle, Dorothy 
Byer, Kenneth Hoover, Lucille Wolge-
muth, Norman Kase, Esther Kauffman, 
P. W. McBeth, Harold and Myrle Pyke, 
Katie Rosenberger, Maurine Rosenber-
ry, Jacob Stern, Rhoda Haas, Beulah 
Of every seven 
of the present 
residents at 
Messiah 
Village, one has 
given service as 
a missionary. 
Heisey, Paul and Lela Hostetler, May-
belle Kanode, Alice Lehman, Barbara 
Lutz, Ruth A. Musser, Ruth D. Musser, 
James and Gladys Payne, Naomi Riddle 
and Mildred Whitesel. 
Residents during this anniversary 
year would represent a total of about 
1,510 years of service: 645 years of ser-
vice in Africa; 202 in India; 40 in Latin 
America; 28 with MCC; 81 at Navajo 
Mission; 270 in city missions (Altoona, 
Baltimore, Buffalo, Cincinnati, Chica-
go, Dayton, Detroit, Harrisburg, Lan-
caster, New York, Philadelphia, Roan-
oke, San Francisco, Saxton, Toronto, 
and London, England); and 183 years in 
rural missions in Saskatchewan, Flori-
da, Kentucky, Virginia and Pennsylva-
nia. 
Yes, we have a home. As Messiah 
Village President Emerson Lesher 
observed, it is difficult to generalize 
about older adults since we are so var-
ied. There are young-old and old-old, 
frail and healthy, rich and poor, cogni-
tively impaired and intact. To respond 
effectively and gracefully to older per-
sons, one must begin with a positive 
attitude. Older persons are a resourceful 
group, but they are not perfect. They 
need to be encouraged, coached, and 
invited to participate in new projects 
and new ministries. 
Mark 16:15 says we shall go into all 
the world and preach the good news to 
everyone, everywhere. It does not add 
we should do this until we are 65. We 
are to be reflectors of God's love until 
the day we join those who have gone 
before us. Yes, we have a home. Of 
every seven of the present residents at 
Messiah Village, one has given service 
as a missionary. 
Ethel and George Bundy have served the 
Brethren in Christ Church in a variety of 
assignments, including missionary service in 
Africa and at Navajo Mission, and in pastoral 
assignments in the United States. 
Messiah Village names 
new board member 
Eva Marie Byers Lewis was named to the 
Board of Trustees of Messiah Village, a provider 
of continuing care retire-
ment services located near 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Mrs . Lewis has been 
actively involved as a staff 
nurse and nurse instructor 
for over twenty years in 
both hospital and college 
nursing programs. She was 
president of the Indiana 
State Nurses' Association 
#12 and is a member of the National Honorary 
Society for Nursing: Sigma Theta Tau. 
Mrs. Lewis helped develop the Zambian 
Enrolled Nurses Training Program at Macha Mis-
sion Hospital, Zambia, Africa, in 1967 and served 
as Principal Tutor for three and a half years. More 
recently she was Nursing Officer of the 208-bed 





Messiah Village Adult Day 
Services recently received a grant 
of $2,500 from the Mechanics-
burg Foundation and the Greater 
Harrisburg Foundation. The grant 
was given to provide scholarships 
for Adult Day Service clients with 
dementia who are unable to afford 
the service. 
At present many people with 
Alzhe imer ' s Disease must be 
referred to nursing homes when 
they begin to wander or demon-
strate inappropriate behavior. 
Messiah Village Adult Day Ser-
vices will extend the time that 
these people can remain at home 
by providing a secure environ-
ment with therapeutic program-
ming such as bowling, swimming, 
gardening, and music therapy, and 
with training and assistance in 
bathing, dressing, toileting, and 
medication. The goals of the pro-
gram include promoting indepen-
dence and maintaining the highest 
level of functioning as long as 
possible for the participants, pro-
viding support and education for 
families and other caregivers, and 
serving a vital part of the commu-
nity service network and long-
term care continuum. 
Services will be offered Mon-
day through Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday, 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Adult Day Services are offered 
at two locations: at Messiah Vil-
lage (100 Mt . Al len Dr ive , 
Mechanicsburg, Pa.) and at the 
Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church 
(1155 Walnut Bot tom Road , 
Carlisle, Pa.). 
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Life in proper balance 
by Samuel Brubaker 
The author is indebted to Dr. Fred Holland 
for seed thoughts which led to this article. 
Presented in a message at Fairview Brethren 
in Christ Church in Ohio, the three imbal-
ances are used here with Mr. Holland's per-
mission. 
One's life has many facets. It is easy to 
oversimplify for the sake of discussing 
complex issues. So when we suggest that 
the three major arenas of life are work, 
leisure, and worship, we oversimplify, but 
let's do so for the purpose of a little dis-
cussion about life. 
Healthy living occurs when the factors 
of life are in proper balance. It is common 
to experience imbalance when one factor is 
either overdeveloped or neglected. When 
work, leisure, and worship are properly 
balanced, we can enjoy abundance of life 
greater than is possible if imbalance exists. 
Work is that activity whereby we pro-
vide or obtain the physical/material neces-
sities of life. Productivity and industry are 
endorsed and applauded by the Christian 
Scriptures. Producing goods and services 
which are useful to others, by which we 
meet our own economic needs, is virtuous 
activity. The satisfaction derived from pro-
ducing such goods and services and from 
being able to provide for the necessities of 
oneself and dependents—that satisfaction 
is salutary for healthy self-esteem and per-
sonal well-being. 
Leisure is that portion of time during 
which we rest, eat, and recreate. Leisure as 
a change from the burdens and rigors of 
work is important in a properly balanced 
life. This is when family relationships are 
enjoyed and nurtured; when neighborli-
ness can be expressed; when proper phys-
ical exercise can be done; and rest and 
sleep can occur. A Christian should not 
devalue leisure as part of a properly bal-
anced life. 
Worship is the arena in which we focus 
on God, in worship and in service. It goes 
without saying that Christians are enjoined 
in the Scriptures to give strong priority to 
worship and to service. God desires our 
best efforts and highest energies in this 
arena. To be sure, we can and should 
weave worship and service into and 
through all of life, but God wants also for 
us to take time to focus specifically on 
worship and service. 
How can we know if our life is proper-
ly balanced between the three major are-
nas? I would not risk prescribing specifics 
for any person. We are so diverse, what 
may be healthy and God-pleasing for one 
may be less so for another. God is capable 
of guiding each of us properly. But we are 
certainly susceptible to imbalance created 
by our own choices, when they are influ-
enced by self-centeredness. We are then 
led into improper expressions in each of 
the three major arenas of life. 
We worship our work. This happens 
when we rely improperly on our econom-
ic role as the source of self-esteem and 
sense of personal worth, failing to realize 
that much more important are our rela-
tionships—to God, who created and 
redeemed us; and to other persons, who 
love and depend upon us. Worship of our 
work also is manifested when we work 
excessively to generate income sufficient 
to sustain a lifestyle of luxury and/or too-
costly leisure. Either motivation will cause 
us to become "workaholic." 
We work at our leisure. Leisure is spent 
striving to use or maintain too many gad-
gets and toys, to the exclusion of important 
relationships. Or expending excessive en-
ergy, time, or money on recreation so that 
relationships suffer or we're forced to work 
excessively to pay for it. Or we choose 
recreations which detract from and/or crip-
ple important relationships. 
We play at our worship. Worship and 
service are pursued halfheartedly, casually, 
with leftover time, energy, and money—if 
there be any leftover. 
The imbalances suggested in the above 
three paragraphs don't always come 
together, but they are obviously interrelat-
ed. They creep subtly into our lives. It is 
well to allow God to take inventory from 
time to time, and allow him to make cor-
rections in our behavior so as to restore or 
fine-tune the balance so that everything 
we do, we do to the glory of God. 
Samuel M. Brubaker is a physician who 
lives in Arcanum, Ohio. 
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When should 
leaders lead? 
by VV. Edward Rickman 
It's amazing how cultural influences 
slowly begin to filter into the various 
areas of our life. No doubt the apostle 
Paul was aware of this danger when he 
wrote to the Romans: "Do not con-
form...to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God's will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will" (Romans 12:2). 
In recent years I have been led many 
times to ponder the question of the role of 
"leadership" in the church. In addition. I 
have often weighed the popular cultural 
interpretation of leadership in the bal-
ances of scriptural concepts. My conclu-
sion has been that the church has been 
seriously influenced by and, perhaps, 
even conformed to the world's attitude 
toward leadership. 
John Maxwell has amusingly suggest-
ed that "if no one is following the leader, 
he's just out for a walk." 
Many times over the course of recent 
years I have heard the following question 
verbalized in various forms: "When are 
the leaders going to start listening to the 
people?" It has always struck me as being 
an "oxymoronic" question. 
The issue relates to the interpretation 
of leadership. If leadership is understood 
as following the desires of the people, 
then let's call them followers. If leaders 
are interpreted as those who make good 
suggestions for the people, they are con-
sultants—not leaders. 
There is an abundance of material 
available on the concept of leadership. 
However, for the purposes of this article I 
want to look at a few "leaders" in the 
Scriptures and test what the results would 
have been had they responded to the will 
of the people instead of being strong 
"leaders" in the truest sense of the term. 
Noah 
The circumstances of Noah's day were 
probably not that different from 20th cen-
tury culture, at least in the western hemi-
sphere. The Genesis 6:11 description: 
"Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight 
and was full of violence." 
On the other hand, "Noah was a righ-
teous man, blameless among the people 
of his time, and he walked with God" 
(Genesis 6:9). In this setting God called 
Noah to be a leader, to save himself and 
his family. 
From all we know about this leader 
A FIRST! 
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and his assignment, it is very clear that his 
task was diametrically opposed to the will 
of the people who were influenced by his 
life. I can just hear the jeers and the deri-
sion of those who observed this leader 
Noah. I really wonder how many times 
the question was verbalized: "When is 
Noah going to start listening to us?" 
Let the results of this story guide you 
in your conclusions about the response of 
leadership. 
Moses 
Although there are many events in the 
life of Moses which would be illustrative, 
just two will be reviewed here. 
While Moses was on Mt. Sinai receiv-
ing God's instructions for leading the 
people, his brother Aaron was acting as 
the leader in charge. A paraphrase of what 
happened might be as follows: 
The people came before Aaron and 
kept asking him to do something because 
Moses had been gone so long. "We need 
some new leadership!" they cried. "Why 
don't you start listening to us and pro-
vide us the gods that will lead us. We 
don't know what happened to Moses, so 
we don't need to follow his directions 
anymore." (Loose paraphrase of Exodus 
32:1.) 
The result was that Aaron listened to 
the people and built a golden calf, and 
the worship of materialism began. When 
God told Moses to go down from the 
mountain, the scene he found was so 
appalling that he threw the tablets of the 
law out of his hands and they were broken 
to pieces. 
Of course Aaron came up with the 
grand excuse that he was only doing what 
the people wanted. 
Moses quickly took control of the sit-
uation and called out those who were on 
the Lord's side. Those who responded 
(the Levites) not only had to take a stand, 
separating themselves from popular opin-
ion, but also became the instruments of 
judgment on their fellowmen, which 
resulted in the deaths of 3,000 people. 
God's chosen leaders have always had 
two major options: (1) To listen to the 
people and do whatever is the popular 
opinion; or (2) listen to God and lead the 
people in doing God's will. 
The immediate question is often asked: 
"How do we know our leaders are listen-
ing to God?" Somewhere along the way 
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we must place our faith in the structures 
we have prayerfully and carefully de-
signed, and believe that the collective 
wisdom of our leaders constitutes God's 
will. The only other choice is continual 
distrust and anarchy, which ultimately 
leads to the same type of situation Moses 
found when he came down from Mt. 
Sinai. 
When Moses was about to lead the 
Israelites into the land of Canaan, the 
Lord prompted him to send some men 
from every tribe to explore the land. 
When they returned from their explo-
ration there were two reports: one was a 
report of a land of milk and honey; the 
other was a report of giants and fierce, 
unconquerable enemies. 
The result was a night of weeping and 
fear including grumbling against their 
leaders, Moses and Aaron. The conclu-
sion of their "pity party" was a plan to 
choose a leader and go back to Egypt. 
Amazing! They wanted a leader who 
would take them where they wanted to 
go—not where they needed to go or to 
where God was leading! 
Moses was probably tempted to sim-
ply listen to the people and let them do as 
they chose. Instead, he begged God for 
mercy, forgiveness, and pardon. Although 
he had announced to Moses that he was 
going to destroy the people, God stayed 
his hand, except he sent a plague and 
destroyed all those who had stirred the 
people with the negative report. Only 
Joshua and Caleb were allowed to live 
because they had brought a glowing 
report of Canaan and their ability to pos-
sess it. 
Had Moses, Joshua, and Caleb listened 
to the people, Canaan would have been 
lost forever. 
Pilate 
Probably no government official has 
ever had to make a more crucial leader-
ship decision than did Pilate. The scrip-
tural renditions of this historical event 
demonstrate that Pilate knew what was 
right, he had the advice of his wife, he 
was fully aware of the testimony and 
innocence of Jesus, but, as a leader, he 
made one overriding, fateful decision. 
Instead of being a leader, he caved in to 
the desire of the people. The result was 
the crucifixion of the Savior of the world. 
Of course, we understand that this was 
necessary to provide atonement, but the 
personal action of Pilate was still his 
responsibility. 
Paul 
We are well aware of Paul's former 
life as Saul, the persecutor of the church. 
When Stephen was falsely accused, the 
popular voice of the religious community 
demanded that he be stoned. When the 
stoning actually occurred, "Saul was 
there, giving approval to his death" (Acts 
8:1). However, Saul was struck down on 
the road to Damascus and was trans-
formed from a leader of popular opposi-
tion to a leader for Jesus Christ. It was a 
miraculous transformation which totally 
changed the focus of Paul's leadership 
style. From that time onward, Paul prac-
ticed and taught that a relationship with 
Christ was based on a recognition of the 
lordship and leadership of Christ. That 
recognition of lordship emanates in re-
spect for the order of leadership and sub-
mission which is delineated in the Pauline 
Epistles. Within those parameters, there is 
an equality of importance in both gifts 
and functions, but a definite order of func-
tion. Leadership is a part of that order of 
function. 
In Romans 12, Paul describes the var-
ious gifts given to serve the body and how 
they should be used. For the purposes of 
this article consider one: "If a man's gift 
is...leadership, let him govern diligently." 
The essence of this word is "let the lead-
er lead!" 
In our culture and even in our church, 
the anti-leadership syndrome is very 
much alive. The result of this phenomena 
is leading the culture and the church back 
toward an anarchical attitude where 
everyone wants to do what is right in his 
own eyes. Such an attitude, both locally 
An attractive notice in your January 
issue called our attention to the 100 years 
of Brethren in Christ World Missions 
which we will celebrate next year. The 
notice declared that "Brother Jesse Engle 
left his farm in Kansas to obey a call to 
preach the Good News in the farthest cor-
ners of the globe. He arrived in Africa in 
1898 to begin what is now the Matopo 
Mission...." 
This is, of course, correct. It is also 
correct that Elizabeth Engle, Barbara Her-
shey, Alice Heise, and Frances Davidson 
ALSO left their homes in Kansas and 
were part of that mission endeavor. In 
fact, Frances Davidson—according to 
Morris Sider (Nine Portraits)—had been 
and denominationally, inhibits or prevents 
the church from moving forward. 
Within the church, there is structure 
provided to maintain a balance between 
the recommendation of policy by the 
leadership and the approval or disap-
proval by the body of that policy. The 
leadership has always affirmed that struc-
ture. 
There must be a balance whereby the 
leadership have opportunity to address 
issues which might be counter to the 
desires of the majority. We elect, affirm, 
and consecrate leaders to lead. Therefore, 
we should applaud them when they dili-
gently strive to provide godly leadership. 
The biblical examples illustrate that there 
are times when leaders believe God has a 
direction for the church, even when it 
seems counter to the desires of the major-
ity. True leaders do listen to people, but 
their first obedience is to the voice of 
God. 
Perhaps it's time for us to say, "It's 
time for the people to give consideration 
to the leadership of our leaders." 
My prayer is that the church will 
affirm leaders and let them lead. We must 
begin to trust and respect the leaders we 
elect and let them lead. Otherwise, we 
elect leadership as an exercise in futility. 
W. Edward Rickman has pastored Breth-
ren in Christ congregations and served as 
Executive Director of Brethren in Christ Stew-
ardship Services. Last fall he was named pres-
ident of Vennard College, University Park, 
Iowa. 
the first person to apply to the newly-
formed mission board. Sider further gives 
Davidson credit for directing the atten-
tion of the pioneer missionaries away 
from the Transvaal (Brother Engle's pref-
erence, but an area already "missionized") 
and toward Matabeleland, an unreached 
region. 
In light of these facts, I find it hard to 
believe that your lovely notice gave sole 
credit to Jesse Engle for beginning the 
Matopo Mission. Despite this era of gen-
der awareness, could the reason possibly 
be that Jesse was a man? 
Pauline Nigh Hogan 
St. Catherines, Ont. 





Looking at "Love" 
Greek is one of the richest of all lan-
guages—so rich that if Greek were a 
dessert, it would be a pecan pie. What 
makes Greek such a rich language is its 
ability to express nuances in meaning. 
Often Greek has a storehouse of several 
words to express the different shades or 
colors of meaning of a concept while 
English has only one. By the way, this is 
one reason why there are so many differ-
ent English translations of the Scriptures 
available. Translating words from one 
language to another with accuracy is rel-
atively easy when the words refer to 
things. A table is a table in any language. 
But when it comes to ideas and concepts, 
translation becomes more complex. Some 
Greek words require not just one English 
word to translate them, but a phrase, a 
sentence, or even a paragraph. 
For example, in English we have only 
one word to express all kinds of love. 
Greek has at least four: 
1. Eros, which expresses primarily 
physical or sexual love. One scholar 
defines eros as "hot and unendurable 
desire." The word eros does not appear in 
the New Testament at all. 
2. Storge, which has to do with family 
How man) IGDyear-olds 
do you know who mfly ? 
JET P L A N E S MAKE TRAVEL M U C H easier these days, so unlike Frances Davidson, who left a college teaching 
position to help start Zimbabwe's Matopo Mission, mis-
sionaries are today finding unique ministry opportunities 
all over the world. That 's one reason the Brethren in Christ 
will be 
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love and affection. This is the love of par-
ents for children and children for parents. 
A related word was often used in the wills 
of Jesus' day. A gift of money or proper-
ty is left to a member of the family kata 
philostorgian, that is, "because of the 
affection that I have for you." Storge does 
not occur in the New Testament, but a 
related word does. Paul uses it (philo stor-
gos) in Romans 12:10 when he writes, 
"Be devoted one to another in brotherly 
love...." The King James version has it, 
"Be kindly affectioned one to another 
with brotherly love...." The word here 
used conveys the intimate, tender love of 
family. Christians are more than simply 
an association of people with the same 
basic beliefs or interests; we are a family. 
3. Philia conveys warmth of relation-
ship, one that has depth. William Barclay 
defines it as "love of friendship," and "the 
love of husband and of wife...." The verb 
form philein means "to look on someone 
with affectionate regard, to cherish." It 
includes physical love, but involves much 
else beside. In the New Testament, 
philein is used to describe the love of 
Jesus for Lazarus (John 11:3,36) and also 
the love of Jesus for John the beloved 
(John 20:2). Philia/philein is not a sec-
ond-rate love; the word describes all that 
is integral, honorable, right, pure, lovely, 
good, warm, and beautiful in human rela-
tionships. 
4. The most common New Testament 
words for love (appearing about 250 
times) are the noun agape and the verb 
agapan. These words evolved to become 
what one scholar called "the very key 
words of New Testament ethics." Inside 
these two Greek words are a treasure 
chest full of meaning. Next month I'll 
focus exclusively on agape and how it is 
used in the New Testament: but for now, 
let me make three observations regarding 
this great word. 
First, agape/agapan are the words pri-
marily used in the New Testament to 
explain God's love for people and what 
our love toward God and others involves. 
We should note here that agape/agapan 
were embraced by the New Testament 
writers because they were the only Greek 
words for love big enough to convey or 
capable enough of containing the height 
and depth of God's love in Christ as well 
as our duty to love as believers. These 
words give expression to Christian love. 
Eros had degenerated by the time of 
Christ so that it had more to do with pas-
sion than love. Storge and philia were too 
narrow, expressing love, as William Bar-
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clay puts it, for the "near and dear." 
Christian love, he goes on to point out, 
"needed a much more inclusive word than 
that." Christian love must not only extend 
to our family, our friends, and those who 
love us, but also to our neighbors, other 
Christians, and to our enemies as well. 
Secondly, agape/agapan is not primar-
ily expressing an emotion, but an act of 
the will. No one ever naturally loves his 
or her enemies. Christian love is action-
based. Agape, Christian love, is a princi-
ple or ethic by which we deliberately live. 
The greatest description of agape ever 
penned is found in 1 Cor. 13:4-8. In 
Matthew 5:43-48, Jesus teaches that this 
love must extend to even our enemies, 
and then he gives us the meaning of 
agape. In this passage Jesus says that God 
"causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous" (Mt. 5:45). In other 
words, God seeks our highest good. The 
greatest illustration of this is Christ's 
death on the cross on our behalf. We 
could say, "For God so sought our highest 
good (even while we were sinners, ene-
mies) that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:16). 
William Barclay is right. Agape is the 
spirit which says, "no matter what anyone 
does to me, I will never seek to do harm 
to him, I will never set out for revenge, I 
will always seek nothing but his highest 
good. Christian love, agape, is uncon-
querable benevolence, invincible good 
will" (Barclay, New Testament Words, 
pp. 21-22). 
Finally, this type of love toward others 
is a product of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22; Rom. 
5:5; 15:30; Col. 1:8). Until God lives in 
us, until we are "filled with the Spirit" 
and yielded to him, we do not have the 
capacity in ourselves to live out or per-
form this ethic consistently. 
(To be continued next month.) 
Rick Mailloux lives near Goshen. Indiana. 
Dear Paul, 
I have come to Zimbabwe, the first overseas mission point of 
the Brethren in Christ Church. Missionaries arrived here from 
North America nearly 100 years ago. That fact makes me won-
der about your missions strategy. If you hadn't been imprisoned, 
how long would you have continued to visit, advise, help, and 
support the churches which began under your ministry? A con-
tinuing missionary presence in Africa has been debated, some-
times contentiously, for a number of years 
now. 
I am taken by the contrasts here—the 
desolate beauty of the countryside and the 
teeming modernity of city life; the small 
rural congregations meeting in simple shel-
ters or even under large trees contrasted 
with the huge churches in Bulawayo (some 
of the largest and fastest growing Brethren 
in Christ congregations anywhere in the 
world); the vitality and numbers of the 
young beside the quiet wisdom and digni-
ty of the old. 
The rainy season in this part of Africa is 
coming to a close. It is a time which brings 
life. Everyone depends on the rains for sus-
tenance and well-being. But the rains are 
also bringers of disease, for this is the time when malaria makes 
its presence and power felt. This year the rains have also brought 
a sudden, tragic death. Early in the season a terrific storm gen-
erated a lightning bolt which struck a dormitory at one of the mis-
sion schools. One young boy was killed and others were injured. 
In the storm's aftermath, some of the staff and parents pressed the 
headmaster to bring in a traditional healer to "cleanse" the school 
in order to prevent further mishap. Why, others asked, after near-
Being here helps me 
appreciate more the 
mysteries of life and 
faith, the absolute 
necessity of depen-
dence upon God in all 
areas of life. For here 
there is much over 
which we humans 
have no control. 
ly one hundred years of the good news, should people still want 
to turn to old ways in times of crisis? 
It seems significant to me that in Ndebele society there is a 
recognition that there are spiritual powers at work in our world 
against which we must do battle. Sometimes I think our Western, 
technological society has lost that understanding. Whatever is not 
explained by natural science and reason cannot possibly exist. 
Being here helps me appreciate more the 
mysteries of life and faith, the absolute 
necessity of dependence upon God in all 
areas of life. For here there is much over 
which we humans have no control. It's an 
uncomfortable feeling for a North Ameri-
can. 
There has been another death recently, 
this one not a tragedy but the triumphant 
homegoing of one of the saints of God. 
Naka Bekitemba was a teacher in the 
Mtshabezi area, one of a small handful of 
people who risked the regular walk through 
the bush to keep church services going in a 
corner of the church during the violent 
years of Zimbabwe's war for indepen-
dence. I doubt that her children inherited 
much in the way of material wealth from her estate, but the spir-
itual legacy of her life was evident as her seven children sang 
songs of victory and heaven at the funeral and graveside. 
In heaven I will be tempted to seek out the Zimbabwe section 
as we sing around the throne of God. The singing here nearly lifts 
me to the heights already. 
Among other tongues and peoples, 
Onesimus 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. 
Letters to Onesimus may be published unless they are marked "Personal-Not for Publication." 
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Traveling with 
an evangelist 
by Craig E. Sider 
I have spent the last two months 
traveling with the Apostle Paul. No, I 'm 
not into time travel, but 1 have been 
spending time with Paul's writing in 1 
Cor. 9:19-23. And it has taken me on 
quite a journey! 
It is in this passage that Paul makes 
the statement, "Though I am free and 
belong to no man, I make myself a 
slave to everyone, to win as many as 
possible...I have become all things to 
all men so that by all possible means I 
might save some." He describes how 
he becomes like a Jew, or like one under 
the law, or like one not under the law, or 
like the weak, in order to win to Christ 
whatever person he's trying to reach. 
He is willing to do whatever it takes. As 
I said, it's been quite a journey for me to 
be his companion. 
The Brethren in Christ vision state-
ment calls for "250 Growing, Disci-
pling, Sending Congregations by A.D. 
2000." My recent travels with Paul have 
caused me to reflect on my personal 
commitment to this vision statement. 
Travel with me. 
Purpose above casualness 
When you read this passage, there's 
no mistaking Paul's purpose. It's clear. 
"By all possible means, I might save 
some." Sharing the good news of Jesus 
was not some th ing that Paul 
approached casually. 
In fact, in Acts 20:24 he says, "How-
ever, I consider my life worth nothing to 
250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 
by A.D. 2000 
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me, if only I may finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has 
given me—the task of testifying to the 
gospel of God's grace." I have been 
impacted by the clarity and the direct-
ness of Paul's purpose. 
Someone once said, "The world will 
not be won to Christ on the shoulders 
of casual approaches to evangelism." 
That is never more true than today. We, 
as a denomination, as churches, and as 
individuals, must be intentionally evan-
gelistic. In light of this, I find myself 
asking several questions: Has evange-
lism become the proverbial needle in a 
haystack of activities? Has the arrow of 
evangelism become dulled so that it 
more closely resembles the end of a 
2x4? I don't ask these questions as 
much of the Brethren in Christ as I ask 
them of myself. See, I can't help it after 
spending time with Paul. 
Question: How can I intentionally 
be engaged in purposeful evangelism ? 
Purpose above 
pleasing everyone 
A man once approached D.L. 
Moody and said, "Mr. Moody, I don't 
like your methods of evangelism." 
Moody said, "Well, tell me, sir, what 
method do you use?" The man 
responded, "I haven't found a method 
that I like." Moody was quick with his 
response, "I like my method better than 
yours." 
It's true that methods of evangelism 
and the message of evangelism must 
be consistent with one another. Yet 
that's vastly different than trying to 
make every method please everyone. 
On my travels with Paul, I found him 
so intent on reaching Gentiles that he 
was willing to offend Jews (even Chris-
tian Jews). When he was reach-
ing those not under the law, 
he was willing to offend 
those under the law. He 
was willing to take that 
risk because the stakes 
were so high. 
Bre thren in Chr is t 
churches are located in 
many different cultural 
set t ings across North 
America. Various methods and ap-
proaches of proclaiming Christ will 
need to be employed in order to be 
effective in our task. And we will not all 
be comfortable with all approaches, yet 
that's a price we will have to be willing 
to pay. Can we extend grace to one 
another in this effort? 
Question: How am I uniquely identi-
fying with the people I am trying to 
reach so that by all possible means I 
might reach some? 
Purpose above comfort 
I can't travel with Paul without mak-
ing this final observation. His purpose 
was far more important to him than per-
sonal comfort. 
After recently reading again the 
moving account of how Jim Elliot and 
his friends lost their lives in a mission-
ary endeavor forty years ago, I found 
myself, in tears, evaluating my strong 
desire for personal comfort. 
History is full of individuals who 
abandoned themselves to the cause of 
Christ at the cost, many times, not only 
of personal comfort, but of their lives. 
So as I have traveled with Paul, I 
found myself asking, What do I spend 
my free time dreaming about—person-
al comfort or new ways of bringing 
family, friends and neighbors to Christ? 
Does my heart beat fast at the thought 
of being strategically involved in the 
salvation of others? How am I taking up 
my cross daily? The answers have not 
come easily nor have they been simple. 
Question: What am I willing to lay 
aside or give up for the sake of the 
gospel? 
Well, traveling with an evangelist 
like Paul can be a stretching experience. 
Craig E. Sider is 
bishop of the Atlantic 
and Southeast Region-
al Conferences of the 




Something didn' t seem quite right in the news 
release about a new interdenominational study panel. 
The address given for one of the Brethren in Christ rep-
resentatives wasn' t what I expected. In fact, it was the 
address of the individual's near relative, who might also 
have been appointed. So, presumably as any responsible 
editor would do, I phoned a senior church administrator 
to confirm the accuracy of the article. The administrator 
was out, so I left word with the receptionist that I was 
double-checking the name and/or address. 
"Yes, the news release is correct," the administrator 
said when he returned my call. "The address is a tempo-
rary one. I ' m surprised and a little troubled that you have 
a problem with the appointment." He went on to explain 
the reasons for the selection. 
"I don ' t have a problem at all with your appointing 
In fact, I think he will do an excellent job," I 
responded. "I just wanted to check out what seemed to 
be a conflict between a name and address. Thanks for 
your help." End of telephone call. 
But not the end of my feelings. I found I was resent-
ing the insinuation that my motives for the call were 
wrong. Someone had jumped to conclusions and falsely 
accused me of doubting the wisdom of a committee and 
the qualifications of the appointee, when I was just dou-
ble-checking the facts. (Of course, committees do not 
always make the wisest of decisions, and one of the 
responsibilities of an editor is to reflect on the life of a 
community and assist in the process of evaluating corpo-
rate decisions.) 
Such is the life of an editor, I mused, and would 
have forgotten this minor incident, except it reminded 
me of an earlier conversation I had with a friend who 
was also a church leader. In frustration my friend had 
said: "They asked me to assume leadership; to analyze 
situations and propose appropriate action. Now they sec-
ond-guess my decisions, criticize me or fail to support 
me in public (while telling me in private that they really 
do understand and support my view), and call my 
motives into question. I know there's a need for my 
work to be evaluated, and I 'm prepared for that. But I 've 
had it when people question my integrity and my 
motives. Maybe this ministry is not for me." 
How many pastors and lay leaders might say the 
same thing as they think back over their ministry in their 
local congregation? Of course, part of the price of being 
an effective leader is finding oneself on the cutting edge, 
where change is taking place. Priorities must be estab-
lished. Decisions must be made. Leaders, by virtue of 
their function in the group, become visible and vulnera-
ble. Their work is subject to evaluation, which in itself is 
difficult enough. But what really is discouraging is when 
one's motives are repeatedly called into question. 
It is not my intent in this column to analyze the rela-
tionship between denominational leaders and general 
church boards, explore the dynamics between a pastor 
and a local church board, or delve into the intricacies of 
how lay members can exercise their gifts for ministry in 
concert rather than in conflict. 
No, my goal is much more modest. I would simply 
urge each of us to avoid jumping to conclusions about 
the motives of others, especially those we have placed in 
leadership positions. If it seems appropriate on occasion 
to ask a pointed question, evaluate a program, or offer a 
suggestion, let us first examine our own motives, do our 
best to be kind and loving in both word and attitude, and 
think about how our comments would affect us if we 
were in the other person's place. 
That 's not too much to ask, is it? G 
Adapted from an editorial first published in September 1987, 
and reprinted in light of the Dialogue article which appears in this 
issue on pages 26-27. 
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Submitted by John 
Zuck, pastor of the 
New Joy Brethren 
in Christ Church, 
Akron, Pa. 
Prior to our February "Friend Day" at New Joy Church, a regular atten-
der was shoveling snow next to her neighbor's driveway. The neighbor was 
also shoveling snow. This was the opportune time. The invitation was given: 
"We are having a 'Bring a friend Sunday' at our church next week. Would 
you like to come with me and then have lunch at my house afterward?" 
She was fully expecting a negative response, and was 
pleasantly surprised when the neighbor said, "I 'd love to!" 
The neighbor and her husband both came and enjoyed 
the day. Also, on the "So Glad You Came" registration 
card, they checked the response, "I would like information 
about how to become a Christian." 
You can be sure the pastor phoned and set up an appointment for a week later. 
During the visit, as the pastor was responding to the husband's questions about 
church, the wife said, "I 'm not really that interested in details about church right 
now. I want to know how to be saved!" 
What a great evening! Following a detailed presentation of the Good News, 
with the pastor responding to their many questions, both the wife and husband 
prayed to receive Jesus Christ as Savior! 
Before long, this fine couple was being discipled by their friendly next-door 
neighbor, using the Life With God: Basics for New Christians book. 
Praise God for friends and neighbors who care enough to get involved! 
Moving? 
Please let us know your 
new address at least 
three weeks in advance. 
The postal system 
charges us 500 per copy 
for returned magazines... 
and you miss a copy of 
the magazine. 
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